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wiru | 

THE ADMONITORY ADDRESS, OR CHARGE, 
DELIVERED TO © ; 
THE STUDENTS, PRESIDENT, av» TRUSTEES 
A OF THE SAME, 7 

BY THE REV. ANTHON * CROLE, 

MINISTER OF PINNER's HALL MEETING; + 
; 37. OE 2 ; 


| SERMON PREACHED ON THE 0ccasON,” => oY 
BY THE REV. JOHN EXE 


$648 _ 
* OF. HOMERTON CHAPEL, HACKNEY: 3 
THE SE'COND EDITIO MMW. 
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Embelliſhed with a neat Engraving of the College. 


_ " RUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST. OF SEVERAL PERSONS PRESENT, 8 


—— — e 
He ne, bath the 5 of Dawid—openeth,. and no man nd: 7 
E will alſo he” of them for Prieſts, and N ak: Jpn the - | 
LORD. Iſai. Evi. 210 ; 2 
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BAINTED. BY Kw. HODSON, FOR THE TRUSTEES. | 
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Entered at Stationer's Hall. 


INTRODUCTION, 


Every perſon. who believes the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, and its future ſtate of 
never ending happineſs or miſery, muſt ac- 
knowledge, that thoſe are the greateſt friends 
and benefactors to mankind, who moſt eſ- 
ſentially ſubſerve their everlaſting intereſts. 
And that, therefore, among the various be- 
nevolent inſtitutions, with which this coun- 
try, to its honor, abounds ; ſuch ought to be 
held in the higheſt eſtimation, as have the 
moſt direct tendency, under God, to pro- 
mote the eternal ſalvation of ruined ſinners. 
Animated by a laudable and exemplary zeal, 
to effect this moſt defirable end, that emi- 
nent ſervant of God, the late illuſtrious and 
truly honourable Counteſs of Huntingdon, 
in the Year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 

A, ſixty⸗ 
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1 
ſixty-· eight, opened a college at Trevecla, 


near Talgarth, South Wales, for the main- 
tenance and education of ſerious and godly 


- young men, ſuch as ſhe had reaſon to be- 


lieve were the ſubjects of a divine call and 
commiſhon to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 


well knowing, that, as of old, ſo now, the 


Golpel i 1 * The power of God unto ſal- 
vation,” the great inſtrument whereby fin- 
ners are“ Called out of darkneſs into mar- 


vellous light, and tranſlated into the king- 
dom of God's dear Son.“ 


This Seminary was ſupported at the ſole 
expence of the Countels, till it pleaſed God 
to take her home to Himſelf, which was the 
ſeventeenthof June, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ninety-one, at her houſe in Spa- 
Fields, in the eighty-fourth year of her age. 
And had her ability been equal to her ear- 
neſt defire for its continuance, ſhe would 
have endowed it, and thereby provided for 


"its perpetuity. 


But whatever is of God ſhall fland.— 
When He removes one inſtrument, He can 


T4 . raiſe 


* 


1 
raiſe up others to carry on his gracious de- 
ſigns; and there is reaſon to believe He is 
now anſwering the fervent and importunage 
prayers of his deceaſed ſervant, for the con- 
tinuanee and future proſperity of her Col- 
lege. About four years before her demiſe, 


a few friends to the Goſpel, reflecting on the 
great utility of the Inſtitution, the many 


faithful and eminent ſervants of Chriſt it had 0 


produced, and the probable want of a fund 
to carry it on when deprived of the ſupport 
of its noble Foundrels, formed the deſign 
of continuing and perpetuating the ſame 
by ſubſcription. Their intention being 
commupicated to the Countels, ſhe moſt 
cordially approved thereof: rules and ar- 
ticles were drawn up, and ſigned by her 
Ladyſhip and the friends who united in the 
deſign. Seven Truſtees were choſen, on 
whom the future care of the College, after 
her Ladyſhip's deceaſe, was to devolve, with 
power to choole ſucceſſors. A ſubſcription 
was begun, which was to accumulate, and 
did accumulate during her Ladyſhip's life; 
and although at her removal, it was but 

4 2 * a day 


r 
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1 
te à day of ſmall things,” the fund, amount- 
ing only to five hundred and eighty-five 
pounds, three per cent. conſolidated annui- 
ties, and the ſubſcriptions not to ſeventy 


pounds per ann. yet the Truſtees and little 
ſociety of Subſcribers, determined to perſe- 


vere, hoping the Lord, whoſe cauſe they 


were embarked in, would crown their en- 
deavours with his bleſſing. 


The houſe at Trevecka having been only 


held on leaſe which had expired, the firſt 


care of the Truſtees was to provide a ſuitable 
place for the College; and the vicinity of 
London being in many reſpetts preferred 
to a more diſtant ſituation, their enquiries 
were confined to the neighbourhood of the 
metropolis. By the good providence of 


God they were directed to Cheſhunt, and 
finding a convenient freehold houſe there, 


well adapted to their purpole, with large 
garden, and a piece of land of near ſeven 
acres, they made an advantageous purchaſe 


of the ſame for nine hundred and fifty 
pounds. 


The 
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1 
The next concern, and the moſt impor- 
tant, was to procure a gentleman of diſ- 
tinguiſhed piety and learning, to ſuperin- 
tend and direct the ſtudies of ſuch young 
men as ſhould be received into this Houſe 
of Inſtruction, as there was no ſettled tutor 
at the College in Wales, but only a tem- 
porary one, ſince the Counteſs's deceaſe, 
and a ſhort time before. In this reſpect 
alſo, the Truſtees deſire gratefully to ac- 
knowledge the goodneſs of God in ſending 
them a clergyman, a man of grace, and 
eminently qualified for the office he fills; 
2 gentleman, whom, they truſt, will do 
honor to the Inſtitution, and be a bleſſing 
to the ſtudents put under his care, and to 
the neighbourhood where he reſides. | 


The houſe at Trevecka was given up at 
Lady-day, 1792; the furniture of which, 
with the library and communion-plate, 
having been bequeathed by the Counteſs of 
Huntingdon for the uſe of the College, were 

emoved to Cheſhunt, where the Rev. Mr. 


Nicholſon, 
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Nicholſon, the Preſident, arrived the thir- 
teenth of July, and the two firſt ſtudents, 
William Jones, and William Kemp, were 
admitted the firſt of Auguſt ; five others 
followed ſhortly after ; but the public open- 
ing of the College was deferred till the 
twenty-fourth of that month, being the day 
on which the firſt College was opened, and 
moreover the birth-day of its noble Found- 
reſs. 


This Inſtitution being now ſupported by 
voluntary ſubſcriptions, and the grand ob- 
Jett it aims at, being to extend and diſſe- 
minate Divine Truth as far and as wide as 
poſſible, th ere can be no doubt but that it 
will be patronized and encouraged by ſin- 


cere Chriſtians of all denominations, whoſe 


hearts are warmed with a lively zeal for the 
enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom, 
and the ſalvation of periſhing ſinners. The 
kind and liberal aſſiſtance of ſuch, either 


'by donation or annual ſubſcription, will be 


thankfully received by the 


TRUSTEES, 


ED 


L vü 4 


TRUSTEES, 


James Oldham Oldham, Eſq. No. 142, Holborn, 
Treaſurer. 

Mr. William Hodſon, No. 39, Lothbury, Deputy 
Treaſurer. 

Mr. Mathias Dupont, No. 5, Alderſgate-Street. 

Mr. Thomas rr No. 6, Ch 
Square. 

Mr. William Langſton, No. 2, ner 
Iſlington. 

Mr. Henry Batley, No. 9, Wincheſter-place, 
Pentonville. | 

Mr. William Aſtle, No. 23, Portpool-Lane, Gray's 
Inn-Lane. And 

John Lloyd, Eſq. 

| OR BY 

The Rev. Iſaac Nicholſon, Preſident, at the Col. 
lege. | 

Mr. George Beſt, No. 13, near Spa-Fields Chapel, 
Secretary. A 


Mr. William Parke, No. 109, Gray's-Inn-Lane, 
Collector. 


Perſons deſirous of contributing to the 
ſupport of this truly valuable Inſtitution, by 
any legacy in their laſt will, are requeſted to 
make uſe of the following form, viz: 


JI give 


Pe coma 
| — - 
- — _— —4 
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I give and bequeath to James Oldham Old- 
ham, Ejq. in Holborn, or the Treaſurer for 
the time being, of a Society for ſupporting 


and perpetuating the Counteſs of Huntings 


don's College, formerly in Wales, but now 
removed to Cheſhunt, in Hertfordſhire, the 


Sum of- to be. 
paid by my Executor, out of my perſonal 
Eſtate, in ' Months after my 


deceaſe, in truſt, to apply the ſame to the 
Support of the ſaid College, and his Receipi 
mall be a ſufficient diſcharge. 
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THE ORDER - 
OBSERVED AT THE 

OPENING OF THE COLLEGE, 
AT CHESHUNT, 

The 24th of Auguſt, 1792. 


* 


TRE great parlour of the College, an elegant 


room twenty- nine feet long, and nineteen feet 
wide, now uled as a Chapel, having been previ- 
ouſly furniſhed with ſeats for about one hundred 
and fifty perſons; the Right Honourable Lady Ann 
Agnes Erſkine, Executrix and moſt intimate friend 
of the late, Counteſs of Huntingdon, (the original 
Foundreſs of the Inſtitution) was ſeated as 
her Repreſentative, at the upper end of the 
room; from whence in a line extending to 
the lower end, fat the Treaſurer, Deputy Trea- 
ſurer, the reſt of the Truſtees, (all of whom | 
were preſent except Mr. Lloyd,) the Preſident 

3 in 


| 3 
| E A 
1 in his gown and caſſock, and the following 1 
I ſeven Students in proper Student's b Gowns, 2 
W ji! namely, 3 
| 7 
| vo 
| l Jonx BickERDIKE, 3 4 
Wil RoBtrT BRADLEY, 1 
b 1 JohN DAviks, 1 
: | Ra WilLiam JoNEs, 
Yd || | | WIIIIAu Kur, 
1 WILLIIAu ROBERTSsON, 
. ] | THOMAS Bevan WINTER. 
14 
„ 
; [ The Miniſters were ſeated in a row at the upper 3 
8: end of the room; and the pulpit was removed to 1 
2 1 the third window, the ſaſhes of which were taken # 
| © out for the convenience of ſeeing and hearing \ 
1 from the court yard, where ſeats were erected, AH 
4 f 8 and where there was a much larger congregation 4 
44 chan within the room, which was principally filled 1 
NT. with ladies. 3 
1 1 
7 if! ExaQly at eleven o'clock the Service be- 
y oy! gan by ſinging the four firſt verſes of the - 
+ 245th Hymn in the Counteſs of Huntingdon's 


; | | Collection, page 373, to the old 100th Pſalm 
mme. 


Tzs 


ES 
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Jesve, where'er thy people meet, 

There they behold thy Mercy-ſeat; 
Where'er they ſeek Thee Thou art found, 
And ev'ry place is hallow'd ground. y 


For Thou, within no walls confin'd, 
Inhabiteſt the humble mind: 
Such ever bring Thee when they come, 
And going, take Thee to their home. 


Dear Shepherd of thy choſen few ! 
Thy former mercies here renew; 
Here, to our waiting hearts proclaim 
The ſweetneſs of thy ſaving name. 


Here may we prove the pow'r of pray'r, 
To ſtrengthen faith, and ſweeten care 
To teach our faint deſires to riſe, 


And bring all heav'n before our eyes. 


The Rev. William Francis Platt, Miniſter bf 
Holy well-Mount Chapel, then ſtept into the pul- 
pit, and in a ſweet, lively, fervent and energetic 
prayer, ſolemnly dedicated the Houſe, the Inſti- 
tution, and all concerned therein, to the guid- 
ance, protection, and bleſſing of God, whoſe 
cauſe, whoſe honor and glory, was the perpetual 
aim and deſign of the noble Foundreſs of the 
College; and is the grand object — Truſ- 


B 2 tees, 


6 20,3 
tees, choſen by her Ladyſhip, deſire ever to 


have in view. 


After the Prayer of Dedication, two of the 
Students, Kemp and Winter, went to the middle 
window, where a table was placed for the pur- 
poſe, and read verſe by verſe alternately, 


O come let us ſing unto the Lord, &c. 
and the Pſalms ſelected for the occaſion, viz. 


Pſalm 19, 68, 132 and 133. 


Another Student, William Jones, then read the 
firſt Leſſon, Iſaia 55. 


Kemp and Winter read, We praiſe thee 6 Ged, 
we acknowledge, &c. 


Jones read the ſecond Leſſon, Eph. iv. to the 
end of verſe 16. 


Kemp and Winter read, O be joyful in the Lord 
all ye Lands, &c. 
This being ended, the firſt and third verſes of 
the 112th Hymn were ſung, 
\ - 
PEACE beto this congregation, 
Peace to ev'ry ſoul therein, 
. Peace, the foretaſte of ſalvation, 
Peace the fruit of cancell'd fin ! 
Peace that ſpeaks its heav'nly giver, 
Peace to ſenſual minds unknown, 
Peace divine, that laſts for ever, 


Here erect its glorious throne. 


Prince 


1 
Prince of Peace, if thou art near us, 
Fix in all our hearts thy home; 
By thy ſwift appearing chear us, 
Quickly let thy kingdom come: 
Anſwer all our expettation, 
Give our raptur'd ſouls to prove 


Glorious, uttermoſt ſalvation, | 
Heav*nly everlaſting love. 


The Rev. My. Crole then went into the pul- 
pit, and delivered, with much animation, the fol- 


lowing admonitory Addreſs or Charge, to the 
Students, Preſident and Truſtees, 


*F 22 — N 


L020] 


AN ADMONITORY 
ADDRESS, OR CHARGE, 


DELIVERED TO TRE 
STUDENTS, PRESIDENT, and TRUSTEES 
OF THE © E 
- Counteſs of Huntingdon's College, 
AT CHESHUNT IN HERTFORDSHIRE, 
AT THE OPENING OF THE SAME, 
On Frxivay the 24th of Auguſt, 1792, 


BY THE REV. ANT. CROLE, 
Miniſter of Pinner's-Hall Meeting, Broad-ſtreet, London. 


WERE it not for a ſingle circumſtance, I 
ſhould have reckoned this auſpicious day, one of 
the happieſt days of my life; the circumſtance to 


which I refer, can be no other, than the part aſ- 


ſigped to myſelf in the important duties of it. 
Senſible of the honour conferred by the ſelection 
which the Truſtees have thought proper to make, 
I am the more ſolicitous to prevent their diſgrace, 
and to preſerve the credit of this Inſtitution; an 


Inſtitution peculiarly dear to me, and with which 


I ſtill conſider myſelf ſo intimately connetted, 
that in its proſperity or declenſion it muſt be my 
part 


1 


part either to joy or ſorrow. Growing infirmities 
of body, and a multiplicity of buſineſs, for ſeve- 
ral years paſt confining the reſidence of its late 
truly great and illuſtrious Patroneſs to London, 
the diſadyantages ariſing from this circumſtance to 
the College at Trevecka became evident, and an 
object exciting the renewed attention of that good 
Lady herſelf, and of many worthy Chriſtians 
much attached both to her, to the cauſe of Chriſt, 
and to her uſeful connection. 

Both the transfer and revival of this Seminary 
upon the preſent eligible and reſpectable plan, 
ſettled by her Ladyſhip ſome time before her de- 
ceaſe, ſo completely accord with my ovn ſenti- 
ments, and ſo fully anſwer my moſt ſanguine ex- 
peQations, that I cannot help congratulating this 
Congregation, theſe Students, and the Church of 
Chriſt in general, upon this joyful occaſion. When 
I reflect upon the many happy days ſpent under 
the hoſpitable roof of our late noble Patroneſs? 
the endearing ſcenes of chriſtian affection, and 
divine power, which united our hearts, and bleſſed 
our ſouls there; can I forget? Can I ever forget . 
the diſtinguiſhing mercies of the Lord our God, 
who rendered our ſituation a very paradiſe upon 
earth? And I am perſuaded that ſuch of you as 
are able to realize the ideas of paſt friendſhip, 
and to aſſociate the feelings of gratitude and 

hope, 
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hope, will forgive me, if upon this memorable 
day my gladneſs of heart and joy of ſoul are ra- 
ther the more abundant. With a meaſure of the 
ſpirit of good old Simeon, I am ready to adopt 
his language and ſay, Now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
. depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvaton, 


and the abundant goodneſs of thy hand in the 
revival of this Seminary. May we not hope, that 
this Inſtitution will progreſſively go on to improve 
in all uſeful learning, untill it ſhall become the 
joy of all connected with it? 

The part aſſigned me in the work before us, is 


to deliver an admonitory charge to the Students, 


to the Preſident, and to the Truſtees of the Col- 
lege; taking an opportunity in ſome part of this 
diſcourſe to require their aſſent to thoſe fifteen 
fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
drawn up and agreed upon as the foundation of 
this Inſtitution, The more effectually to diſcharge 
my office, and the more fully to recommend: the 
ſufficiency of the ſcriptures, you will give me 
leave to invite your attention to that paſſage which 
you will find in Mark xvi. 15. Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Goſpel to every creature. 

I need not inform you whoſe authoritative 
words theſe are, or that they involve the greateſt 
bleſſings beſtowed upon the children of men. 
Theſe words have already and for many years 

alarmed 
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alarmed and enraged the powers of darkneſs; 
they have animated with an oppoſite and fervent 
zeal the Apoſtles, Martyrs, and Miniſters of our 


f Lord Jeſus Chriſt for upwards of ſeventeen hun- 
4 dred years; and they have moreover gladdened 
- the hearts of many thouſands, yea, of all true 
> believers ever ſince their original proclamation. 
t 1 Delightful theme! and moſt worthy of all accep- 
a A tation, What I mean to offer to your conſider- 


= ation upon the preſent occaſion, my worthy 

N young friends, will fall under one or other of the 
following particulars—1. The Gofpel :tfelf which 
you are called to preach. 2. The manner in 
which this requires to be done, And 3. An 
eligible or neceſſary preparation for this impor- 
tant work. 

1. The Goſpel itfelf, although of the greateſt 
importance to mankind, lies in a very ſmall com- 
pals; three or four obſervations will ſufficiently 
| 4 exhibit to your mind every eſſential part of it, 
| 3 That Goſpel which you are called to preach, is a | 
| ſyſtem of divine light, revealed to us in the perſon, 
the mediatorial character and work of our Lord 
J=sus CnRIST. 2 Cor. iv. 5, 6, For we preach 
not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and our- 
ſelves your ſervants, for Teſus ſake. For God who 
commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs hath 
ſuned in our hearts, to give the light of the knows 

Cc ledge 
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* of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
This is incontrovertibly both the light of the 
Goſpel and the great myſtery of godlinefs, God 
manifeſt in the fleſh. This revelation of the eter- 
nal councils of God, Father, Son, and Spirit, is 
intended to exhibit to us Jeſus Chriſt as the 
only foundation of our faith, happineſs, and obe- 
dience ; therefore the light of the Goſpel eſſen- 
tially differs from every ſyſtem of human, or 
philoſophical wiſdom, although derived from the 
moſt rational and enlarged improvement of in- 
tellectual powers. So alſo the light of the Goſ- 
pel is of a far more excellent kind than that 
which is reflected from the works of creation, 
and the adminiſtration of Providence; the Hea- 
thens were poſſeſſed of both theſe in an eminent 
degree, yet in the ſcale of religious knowledge 
they aroſe no higher than mere conjetture ; by | 
all their wiſdom they knew not God, profe ing ö 
themſelves to be wife, they became fools. And the 
Apoſtle, Eph. ii. 12, ſays © that they were aliens 
from the common-wealth of Iſrael, and ſerangers 
from the covenant of promiſe, having no hope, and 
eo Ev Tw KOT, Atheiſts in the world. The light of 
Creation and Providence is reflected upon us 
from creatures which are finite and circumſcribed 
in their powers ; but the light of the Goſpel ſhines 
in che infinite and incomprehenſible excellencies 

of ow 


— 


b 19 J 


of the perſon and grace of Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
image of the inviſible God, and who could ſay, 
he who hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father : hold up 
another, or an inferior objett of faith, happineſs, 
or obedience, and you degenerate. into palpable 
infidelity, into the perverters of truth, and the 
diſciples of a pithleſs philoſophy. 

Again, the Goſpel diſplays the favour and 
mercy of God towards ſinners of mankind, offer- 
ing them grace and eternal life through the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, received by faith, 
Rom. iii. 25, 26. Whom God hath ſct forth to be 


t * a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 

: "A his righteouſneſs, for the remiſſion of ins that are 
6 1250 faſt, through the forbearance of God. To declare, 
t 4 I fay, at this time his righteouſneſs : that he might 
- 7 be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which believeth in 
y 9 Jeſus. There is ſomething very peculiar and 
4 9 ſtriking in theſe words: That the juſtification of a 
e * ſinner before God ſhould be intended as a mani- 
1 feſtation of the ſtrict juſtice and eternal rectitude 
5 of the divine nature, is an article of faith entirely 
4 unintelligible, upon any other principle than that 
Fo of righteouſneſs imputed, through believing. "i 
1 Doddridge in a note upon the place obſerves— 
d « By juſt Mr. Taylor would underſtand merciful, 
and Mr! Locke, faithful to his promiſes ; but 
es either of theſe makes but a very cold ſenſe. 
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« It is no way wonderful that God ſhould be 
ce merciful or faithful to his promiſes though the 
« juſtifier of believing ſinners ; but that he ſhould 
te be juſt in ſuch an act might have ſeemed incre- 
% dible, had we not received ſuch an account of 
ee the propitiation and atonement.” Acceptance. 
with God, through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt is a grand peculiarity of the Goſpel, and 
like the texture of, a piece of rich brocade it in- 
terweaves itſelf into every part of Chriſtian privi- 
lege and duty : our confciences, our hopes, our 
| holineſs, and our comforts are all intimately and 
inſeparably conneacd with this; yea, the Church 
itſelf (in the opinion of Luther) ftands or falls 
with this; eject this out of your miniſtry, and 
you can only expe to inſult the conſciences, or 
mock the fears of all thoſe who are truly con- 
vinced of fin; apply this, and you will miniſter 
the balm of Gilgad, prove a {kilful phyſician, 
effectually recovering the health A the daughter of 
Zion's people. 

Further, the Goſpel is not only a diſplay of 
the favour and mercy of God towards mankind, 
offering them grace and eternal life, . but'it is an 
inſtrument of the divine power, converting and 
building up the ſouls of believers in the faith and 
purity of Jefus Chriſt ; preparing them for that 
Mfe which is promiſed them with bim in his king- 
1 1 dom. 
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dom. Rom. xvi. 17. For I am not aſhamed of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt: for it is the power of God unto 
alvation to every one that believeth, to the Few firſt 
and alſo to the Greek. For therein i is the righteouſ- 
neſs of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 


doritten, the juſt ſhall live by faith, that is, the faith 


of a juſtified ſinner will produce a life of purity 
and holineſs from Goſpel principles. Dr. Owen 
upon this part of our ſubjett, has three convinc- 
ing obſervations. © This whole matter of ſancti- 
« fication and holineſs is peculiarly joined with, 
« and limited unto the Doctrine, Truth, and Grace 
« of the Goſpel. It is the deſign of corrupted 


„ reaſon to debaſe all the glorious myſteries 


« of the Goſpel, and all the concernments of 
« them. There 1s nothing in the whole myſtery 
« of godlineſs, from the higheſt crown of it, 
* which is the perſon of Chriſt, God manifeſted in 


« the fleſh, unto the loweſt and neareſt effect of 
tc his grace, but it labours to deprave, diſhonour,:.. x . 


« and debafe.” Diſc. concerning the H. Spirit, 
Book iv. page 325. 

Mere natural religion, legal duties, and ſelf. 
righteous virtues may exiſt without the know- 
ledge of the Goſpel: but not one jot or grain of 
true holineſs, without the true faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whom believers are grafted as branches 
in the living vine, that they may bring forth fruit 


unto 
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unto God. In fine, the Goſpel reveals, and pro- 
miſes a rich ſupply of all good things in Chriſt 
Jeſus, for our comfort, ſupport, and ſtrength, 
through this preſent life, together with an eternal 


reſt with him in his kingdom above. Jer. xxxi. 


For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ranſomed 
him from the hand of him that was ſtronger than he, 
Therefore they ſhall come and ſing in the height of 
Zion, and ſhall flow together to the goodneſs of the 


Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for 


the young of the flock, and of the herd; and their foul 


ſhall be as a watered garden, and they ſhall not ſorrow 


any more at all, Gracious promiſe ! what fulneſs, 
what inexhauſtible treaſures of grace are given 
us in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe, my dear young bre- 


- thren, are the ſource from whence you muſt de- 
rive all your ſpiritual ſupplies; and you will dif- 


fer exceedingly from the reſt of your fellow 
workers, if you do not find the conſtant neceſſity 
of returning daily to the fullneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
We can neither think, nor preach, nor att aright for 
God, without ſpecial and effectual communications 
of divine affiſtance : but as my intention is not to 
enlarge, but to ſubmit a few firſt principles to 


your conſideration, I muſt leave your own recol- 


lection to ſupply my lack of ſervice, and proceed 
to the ſecond part of our ſubjeQ, viz. The manner 
in which this duty is to be diſcharged. And al- 

low 


*. 
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low me to obſerve to you, that the command laid 
upon you in the text is to preach the Goſpel: 
common ſenſe will diſtinguiſh the difference be- 
tween reading and preaching. If reading and 
preaching are convertible terms, the Apoſtle ſpake 
ſtrange language in the following ſtrictures; pray+ 
ing that God would open unto us a door of ut- 
terance to ſpeak the myſtery of Chriſt “. Grant 
unto thy ſervants that with all boldneſs they may 
ſpeak thy word f. And they fpake the word of 
God : only ſubſtitute the word to read for the 
word to ſpeak in the paſſages referred to, and the 
abſurdity of reading. inſtead of preaching will 
appear at once g. This manner of chandling the 
word of God (in preaching) has many advan- 
tages over the inſipid manner of reading, ſo much 
practiced by ſome in this country; and I believe 


the only country where reading is ſubſtituted for 
preaching. The majeſty of a congregation will 
have a happy effect upon your thoughts, as well 


as upon the ſeriouſneſs of your ſpirit; intercur- 
ring circumſtances of divine providence may be 
caught as it were upon the wing, and improved 
with good effect; beſides, the free exerciſe of 
miniſterial gifts has a very ſenſible effect on the 


Col. iv, + Acts iv. 29, 31. } x1 Theſſ. ii. 2. 
5 Vide a late pamphlet entitled, 6 * no Preaching.” 
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minds of the people, and greatly tends to expand 


your own, as well as to promote a readineſs in 
elocution : moreover, it is notoriouſly obvious 
that ſuch a miniſtry is more animated, more pro- 
fitable, and more accordant with the example of 
all ſcriptural and primitive preachers. —Your mi- 
niſtry muſt have every creature for its object; all 
that you can find on this fide of Heaven, or un- 
conſigned to the bottomleſs pit, let them hear the 
zoyfut ſound; ſinners of every ſtamp, faints of 


every degree, birds of every wing, urge them 


to take ſhelter in him whoſe branches extend to 
the ends of the earth, The [:ght, the grace, the 
power and the fullneſs of the Goſpel they all 
need: it is your huſineſs to tell them ſo; it is 
theirs to believe it; and ours, all of us, to pray 
for ſucceſs upon your labours. Precious truth ! 
merciful employment! Go my good young men, 
go my dear brethren, go in the name of the Lord, 
and help us to ſpread the truth of the Goſpel 
from pole to pole; go ye favored diſciples and 
miniſters of our Lord Jeſus, into a benighted and 
Joſt world, to open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and 
inheritance among them which are ſanfified by faith ; 
and may the Lord God of his holy prophets go 

with you,  Partiality in the delivery of truth, 
| could 
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would only betray a daſtardly or a groveling 
ſpirit, therefore great faithfulneſs becomes the 
ſervants of Chriſt. They are incompetent judges 
of what it was proper for God to reveal; hence 
they are faithfully to adminiſter the whole truth, 
leaving it with their great maſter, both to preſerye 
and to render it effectual. Some will take offence, 
others perhaps may approve, but your buſineſs is 
to commend the truth to every man's conſcience in 


_ the fear of God, and yourſelves to the care and 


keeping of the God of all grace. —A manly for- 
titude and great ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, are highly 
commendable in the miniſters of Chriſt. Realize 
the divine preſence; conſider the importance of 
truth, and the worth of ſouls; thoughts like theſe 
will prevent ſallies of impertinent wit, low jeſts, 
coarſe language, and the more inſufferable drol- 
leries of a buffoon. Mr. Cowper, in his poem, the 
Taſk, page 65, ſpeaks upon this ſubject with in- 
vincible Sy 5 


Would i deſcribe a preacher ſuch as Paul, 
"0-0 ES IS SS 2 
I would expreſs him ſimple, grave, ſincere; 
In doctrine uncorrupt, in language plain: 
And plain in manner. Decent, ſolemn, chaſte, 
And natural in geſture. Much impreſs d 
Himſelf, as conſcious of his awful charge: 
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And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too. ä 
J 0-0/0 0. # 
* ** ?”Tis pitiful 
To court a grin, when he ſhould wooe a ſoul 
To break a jeſt, when pity would inſpire 
Pathetic exhortation. | | 


What! will unthinking men ſport with ſouls 


hearing for eternity? Will they play off with ſkit- 


tiſh fancy their merry quips, and tempt the foul 
they ought to lead with deep repentance to the 


footſtool of ſovereign grace? Avaunt! far from 
my ſoul be all ſuch vain and beggarly conceits. 


The great end of preaching is to be underſtood, 
and to lead the minds of men ntelligibly 1 in the 
way of truth and righteouſneſs: if this is your 
aim you will not ſuffer imagination to direct, 
where -prayer and meditation ſhould have fixed 
your thoughts. One profeſſes to be ſtruck with 
ſome text of Scripture after he had- entered the 
pulpit, and fo chooſes it for the theme of his diſ- 
courſe; another ſelects a ſingle word, or a mere 
particle of language which conveys no diſtin 
idea, and that ſhall be his text; I appeal to the 
conſciences of theſe men themſelves, whether 
there is not more of vanity and ſelf in their 
choice, than a deſire to edify the church and 

honor 
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honor Chriſt. Thoſe paſſages of ſcripture ought 
to ſtrike the deepeſt, which have been the ſubjett 


of prayer and meditation, and which have been 


previouſly ſelected as ſuited to the times and 
circumſtances of a people. It may be replied, 


tat an impreſſion of this kind might have been 


made to direct the preacher's thoughts to the caſe 
of ſome perſon who accidentally might have drop- 
ped in. The God of providence well knew the 
caſe of all before the preacher thought of his 
text; and it is more likely, and more worthy of 
Him, to provide beforehand for every poſlible 
occurrence in the way of deliherate thought, and 
fervent ſupplication. Among the great variety 
of caſes which will preſent themſelves in the con- 
gregation, great wiſdom and prudence are neceſ- 
ſary in the due application of the word of truth; 
ſome entirely uticoncerned as to their ſtate before 
God, others under much ſpiritual diſtreſs, ſome 
tempted, ſome afflicted, and others walking in 
darkneſs, having no light. There are babes, 
young men, and fathers, in the church of Chriſt: 
each of them vill require your attention and in- 
ſtruction; and do you ſuppoſe that a raw youth, 
a mere noviciate in chriſtianity, is adequate to 
ſuch a variegated and important adminiſtration bf 
the word of life? Paul's advice to Timothy calls 
for your attention arid obedience, Study to ſhew 
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thyſelf approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth : general harangues which have no dire& 
object, are like pointleſs arrows which can never 
affect the conſciences of any. 

The third and laſt part of my addreſs to you, 
concerns an eligible or neceſſary preparation for 
the work of the miniſtry : and I do not heſitate to 
affirm (whatever pride or enthuſiaſm may alledge 
to the contrary) that a competent meaſure of 
human literature is highly proper in the caſe of 
all thoſe, who are called forth as public teachers; 
both as it tends to ſecure your own character from 
contempt, and as it will undoubtedly render you 
more apt to teach. The enemies of our religion 
would not be a little gratified with the notion of 
an illiterate miniſtry, having nothing to fear from 
the crude and ill-digeſted arguments of a man 
deſtitute of all ſolid learning. Mind and under- 
ſtanding are thoſe rational powers which chiefly | 
diſtinguiſh men from brutes; and the more they 
are improved by cultivation, the greater the diſ— 
tance between the two natures. Nature itſelf 
will teach you to diſtinguiſh the difference; ob- 
ſerve her produQions without the cultivating hand 
of induſtry, and you will perceive a picture of a 
mind deſtitute of a good education. Intellectual 
improvements, whether they are conſidered in a 


political, 
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political, civil, or a religious point of view, are preg- 
nant with many advantages. Hiſtory will inform 
you, that Athens, a very inconſiderable ſpot, and. 
connected with a very ſmall territory in Greece, 
has extended its fame throughout the globe, while 
ſhe bred in her ſchools ſome of thoſe men of re- 
nown, awhoſe wiſdom and exploits have been the 


admiration of the whole world. It is ſaid of the 


poliſhed Romans, that they obtained a double vic- 


tory over their enemies; one by the ſword, and 


another by the politeneſs of their manners, and 
both by the advantages derived from ſcience. 
Egypt and Africa, once productive both of great 
and learned men, now through the neglect of li- 
terature are ſunk into ignorance, barbariſm, and 
ſlavery ; and the man who would diſſuade you 
from the purſuit of uſeful learning, attempts to 
lead you back to the tents of bondage, miſery, 
and vice. Says the,excellent Rollin, Belles Let- 
tres, vol. i. page 4, „We daily obſerve, that in 
ce proportion as the ſciences make their progreſs 
ein countries, they transform the inhabitants into 
« new creatures; and by inſpiring them with gent- 
« ler inclinations and manners, and ſupplying 
« them with better forms of adminiſtratipn and 
© more humane laws, they raiſe them from the 
e obſcurity wherein they languiſhed before, and 
* engage them to Foun off their natural 

e roughneſs,” 


_—_— 
"358+ 2 


De: 2 * 22 
n 


8 4 + 4 P u- 
ES Sa Int =. f 
8 144 < . . 


2 


* 
— — 
I — 


— 


1 
” 


— 


a — Canal 
rr 


4 * 
1 " 
N * 
2 


* . 
1 


* . 


( 80 ] 


« roughneſs.” Should it be replied, that know- 
ledge puffeth up, and learning frequently makes 
. pedants in the pulpit, and tyrants in ſociety; poſ- 
fibly :—but ſuch men would have been coxcombs 


without learning, and arbitrary without the ad- 


vantage of ſuperior knowledge. But did you 
never ſee Ignorance proſtrate at the foot of a 
wooden crucifix, ſtupidly following the diQates of 
a deſigning prieſt ; or belching forth its inſuffer- 
able nonſenſe from a pulpit? And would you chuſe 
to be ranked among thoſe? If you do, avoid ſci- 
ence, and profeſs to deſpiſe its advantages. Al- 
low me juſt to mention a few of thoſe qualifi- 
cations which belong to the public teacher : He 
ought to poſſeſs a fund of various knowledge and 
uſeful ideas—he ought to be capable of com- 
manding or of bringing forth theſe into regular 
ation in the miniſtry of truth—he ought to be 
capable alſo of cloathing his thoughts with ex- 
preſſions, convincing and inſtructive and above 
all, he ought to be capable of an energetic, a 
pointed, and an irreſiſtible” application of the 
truth to every man's conſcience in the fight of 
God. But how, and by what means are all theſe 
to be acquired? 1 anſwer—Hiſtory, languages, 
and the mathematics, will come in aid here. Hij- 
tory, eccleſiaſtic and profane, will furniſh your 
mind with a rich variety of uſeful information; it 


will 


2 #55 
W 


1 


vill ſhew you human nature in all its gradations, 
from rude barbariſm to the higheſt pitch of in- 
tellectual cultivation; aſſiſt you with ſtriking anec- 
dotes and illuſtrative examples of the truth, al- 
ready exhibited in all poſſible circumſtances in 
life; and it will prevent that ignorant ſurpriſe 
upon every turn, which ſo frequently betrays an 
unfurniſhed underſtanding. Languages will un- 
| lock for you the choſen ſtores of literature, both 


ſacred and profane, give you a more decided 


d luminous acquaintance with the ſcriptures 
themſelves, and prevent all ſuſpicions as to our 
preſent tranſlation. Mathematics, (although not im- 
mediately connected) yet will have a profitable ef- 
fet upon the mind as to its habits of thinking 
will accuſtom you to think cloſely, to think juſtly, 
and to draw your concluſions with evidence and 
preciſion; and will militate againſt a credulous 
ſimplicity on the one hand, and an obſtinate ſcep- 
ticiſm on the other. Logic will teach you what be- 
longs to your ſubje&t, where, and how to place any 
part of it to the greateſt advantage; like a ſkilful 
General, it will chuſe your ground for you, and ſhew 
you where to attack the enemy with the happieſt 
effect. Rhetoric, although of leſs conſequence, 
in a courſe of academical education, will aſſiſt 
you with all manner of warlike ſtores, put cloath- 
ing upon your intellectual troops, and ſharpen 
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their ſwords with a poignancy of expreſſion, 
Yet after all that I have ſaid upon theſe different 
branches of education, I am far from thinking 
theſe the only or the beſt qualifieations of the Goſ- 
pel Miniſter, but they are very expedient. Above 
all, the grace of God alive in your own ſoul, 
an ardent deſire to promote the honour of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and a fervent love for the ſouls of others, 
are infinitely preferable; for a man poſſeſſed of 
all the former, yet deſtitute of theſe, is only as 
Jounding braſs and a tinkling cymbal. To all theſe 
you mult add inceſſant and fervent prayer, a ſtrict 
watch over your own ſpirits, a due uſe of all the 


advantages of much reading, writing, and col- 


lege exerciſes. It is well obſerved by Lord Ba- 
con, © that much reading makes a full man, 
« much writing makes a corre& man, and much 
« ſpeaking makes a: ready man;*”” you will im- 
prove the hint. A ſacred regard to the diſci- 
pline of the houſe, the authority of the Pre- 
dent, and thoſe ſtudies appointed for your 
improvement, can never be diſpenſed with. For 
no man who has a charatter at ſtake, who means, 


or is capable of doing his duty, would undertake 


the ſuperintendance of this place, without an entire 
authority, both over your time and ſtudies; hence 
early riſing, cloſe application, and no abſenting 
irom the regular buſineſs of the College at any 

1 time, 


33 J 
time, without leave, will moſt undoubtedly be 
expected from you. Continuing to maintain the 
truth of the Goſpel, and the honour of your own 
characters and connection, our houſes, our hearts, 


our pulpits, and our pockets will fly open for 
your uſe and encouragement : we intend to uſe 


you as Moſes did his rod; whilſt it continued a 


rod he held it in his hand, but when it became 


a ſerpent he fled from it. While you continue. 


the inſtruments of divine truth and power we 
will hold you in our hands; but when you ſhall 
degenerate into immorality and error, and ſo be- 
come the repreſentation of him who was a liar 


from the beginning, we will avoid you, we will 


endeavour to forget you, and pray to God to 
ſupply your place with better men. I do not 
ſpeak this as if I ſuſpected any one of you; I 
ſpeak in faithfulneſs to my office. My expedta- 


tions concerning you are flattering, and my 


prayers for you ſhall not be reſtrained. May the 


God of truth and grace bleſs you all; may you 


proſper in all ſpiritual and literary improvements; 
and may you, my dear young brethren, come 
forth adorned with every gift and grace which 
ſhall render you able and ſucceſsful miniſters of 
the New Teſtament. I now diſmiſs your care 
and attention, and turn myſelf to your worthy 


Preſident, 
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Our friends will excuſe the Latin in which this 
part was originally delivered, and take the fol- 
lowing free tranflation. 


Very worthy and Reverend Sir, 


AcTUuATED by an earneſt deſire after the ſal- 
vation of men, how long have we with eager ex- 
peQation waited for your coming amongſt us? 
With much anxiety of heart, and eyes liſted up to 
heaven, we have continued in prayer and ſuppli- 
cation to God, that he would be pleaſed to ap- 
point you over this Academy; and now we hope 
that the Lord hath heard us, and fent you 
amongſt us, a man full of the Holy Spirit and 
with a Divine Authority, worthy of that honour 
to which you are called, being a ſincere lover of 
the truth, well verſed in letters, capable of bear- 
ing fatigue, and prompt to communicate know- 
ledge to others. We were happy when firft it was 
told us that you were diſpoſed to come and help 
us, and our joy was greatly increaſed when by 
letter you confirmed our deſire of undertaking 
the care of this Seminary. It muſt be, and is 
confeſſed, that it would be a very tedious affair 
only ta enumerate the various exerciſes of a a 
Tutor. Although you are not appointed (as 

Ovid 


SY 
1 
9 
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Ovid ſpeaks) with hands ſtained in blood to 
brandiſh clattering arms in the face of your 
enemy, yet you are appointed to an office not 
leſs difficult of performance, and which requires 
a correſpondent fortitude and patience. The 
human mind is not like the earth, as fabled in the 
golden age, which untouched with the harrow 
or wounded with the ploughſhare, produced all 
things ſpontaneouſly, or of itſelf; but now it 
belongs to the teacher of youth to inſtruct with- 
out intermiſſion, to direct their minds, and to 
aſſign them ſuch ſtudies as are ſuited to their 


moral and religious improvement - to check their 

riſing pride, to ſoften their prejudices, to ſtimu- 

late their diligence, to ſharpen their defires after 
* 


uſeful knowledge, to correct vicious habits, and 
to accuſtom them to ſpeak with neatneſs and 
propriety: this is indeed an arduous taſk, and 
we muſt acknowledge that great patience, and 


much of the divine aſſiſtance are neceſſary to 


carry you forward in ſuch difficult employments, 
for which reaſon we are reſolved through grace 
to aſſiſt you, both with our prayers, our coun- 
ſels, and with our pecuniary ſupports while in 
this place; but what is more, and what you will 
eſteem far more than all, God himſelf, that God 
from whoſe moſt benign fountain all benefits 
continually flow, he will not fail to aſſiſt you. 

* 2 May 


n 5 


— 17 33 
"EF — Z 
* Imam << > ade - 


— Þ A” 2 
— — — "ta 


7 


— 


4 2 . 
- i I 
» IST. 


c— 


— 


* 


5 


na Wes r= 


1 2 * 
22 


JE 


-_ 


"SE 


LE A 


| Te i ad 


n 


=. 


8 


r Ks EC 


Pa 3 — 
. ——— 4 — 


— 


ax. 


* 


» © 


„ 
Mc 
4 


2 


2 


” 3 


Co] 

May this God pour forth upon you his abundant 
gifts both by night and by day, that the Churches 
of Chriſt- planted amongſt us may enjoy great 
benefits through your endeavours in this place, 
and that from this nurſing mother a future off- 
| ſpring may ariſe, who ſhall help us to bear the 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt high as the ſtars 
of heaven, and to diſſeminate Chriſtian know- 
ledge among all ranks of men upon earth, until 
that day when the Lord ſhall come and take his 
Saints home to himſelf: and may you, very worthy 
Sir, in that great day hear the Joyful invitation, 
Well done good and faithful ſervants, enter into the 
Joy of thy Lord. To conclude, a word to the 
Truſtees, and I ſhall have FLA happy we are, 
very happy to know that this Inſtitution has fallen 
into the hands of men fo firmly: attached to the 
doarines of grace, and to the general cauſe of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt among all denominations. 
Long may you hve to cultivate and ſpread this 
truly liberal ſpirit, It is with peculiar pleaſure 
that we have beheld your faithfulneſs, your zeal, 
and diligence in the promotion of this laudable 
Inſtitution; and we hope that it will anſwer every 
expedtation in the ſupport of truth, the ſpread of 
the Goſpel, the utter extirpation of an unchari- 

table bigotry on one ſide, and a ſuperſtitious 
attachment to names and parties on the other. 
Y You 
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You have this encouragement to perſevere; you 
have not ſought the Lord in vain; he has ſent 
you a man, we hope, according to his own heart, 
and he ſeems in every reſpe to {mile upon your 
endeavours. As you are engaged in ſo valuable 
an employment, and inveſted with powers ſo im- 
portant and eſſential, that the very exiſtence of 
this College depends (under God) upon you, I 
have only one piece of advice to give; on the 
filling up the future truſt, it will be your wiſdom 
to look up, and to look out for ſuch as give 


good proof of their ſincere attachment to this 


Inſtitution, its plan and deſign, and follow the 
counſel of the Town Clerk of Epheſus, do nothing 
raſily. And now brethren, I commend. you 
to God and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an inheri- 
tance among all them who are ſanRtified, 
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AT the concluſion of the Charge, Mr. Crole 
read the titles, and epitomized the contents of 
the fifteen Doctrinal Articles, drawn up for the 
connettion at large, and this Inſtitution in parti- 
cular: to which Articles every Truſtee, Preſident, 
and Student muſt give his hearty aſſent and con- 
ſent, and departing therefrom is removeable, and 
to be removed, 

Mr. Crole required firſt of the Students, their 
hearty aſſent and conſent to the ſound dodctrines 
contained in thoſe Articles (dottrines perfectly 
conſonant with the Doctrinal Articles of the 
Church of England) to be expreſſed by kolding 
up the hand. 

They all ſtood, and held up the riglit hand. 

He next required of the Preſident, his hearty 
aſſent and conſent to the ſaid Articles. 

He ſtood, and held up his right hand. | 

Laſtly, he demanded of the Truſtees, their hearty 
aſſent and conſent to the ſaid Articles. 

They ſtood, and held up the right hand. 

This was a ſolemn part of the ſervice. The 
countenances of many ſeemed to expreſs their 
earneſt prayers that God would preferve every 
one ſtedfaſt in the faith. Even ſo, | 

| | Amen. 


In The 
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The Articles are here inſerted at length for the 
ſatisfaction of the reader. | 


I. : Of God. : 
That there is one living and true God, ever- 
laſting, without body, parts, or paſſions ; of in- 
finite power, 2 goodneſs; the maker 
and preſerver of all things, both viſible and invi- 
ſible. And in unity of the Godhead there are 
three perſons, of one ſubſtance, power, and eter- 


nity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 


II. Of the Scriptures. 


That it pleaſed God, at ſundry times and in 


divers manners, to declare his will, and that the 
ſame ſhould be committed unto writing ; which 
is therefore called the Holy Scriptures, which 
contain all things neceſſary to ſalvation, The 
authority whereof doth not depend upon the teſ- 
timony of man, but wholly upon God, its au- 


thor; and our aſſurance of the infallible truth 


thereof is from the inward work of the Holy 
Ghoſt, bearing witneſs, with the Word in our 
hearts. 


III. Of Creation. / 
It pleaſed God, for the manifeſtation of his 


glory, in the beginning, to create the world and 
all 
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all things therein; and having made man, male 
and female, after his own image, endued with 
knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, he 
gave them a command not to eat of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, with a power to 
fulfil it, yet under a poſſibility of tranſgreſſing, 


being left to the liberty of their own will, which 
was ſubject unto change. 


IV. Of the Fall of Man from original Righ- 
teouſneſs. 

Our firſt parents, being ſeduced by the ſubtlety 
and temptations of Satan, ſinned in eating the 
forbidden fruit, whereby they fell from their ori- 
ginal righteouſneſs, and became wholly defiled in 
all the faculties and parts of ſoul and body. And 
being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this 
ſin was imputed, and the ſame corrupted nature 
conveyed to all their poſterity deſcending from 
them by ordinary 5 


V. Of Original Sin. 


Original ſin ſtandeth not in the following of 
Adam, as the Pelagians do vainly talk, but it is 
the fault and corruption of the nature of every 
man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring 
of Adam, whereby man is as far as poſſible gone 
from original righteouſneſs, and is of his own na- 
2 ture 


ELF 
ture inclined to evil, ſo that the fleſh luſteth al- 
ways contrary to the ſpirit; and therefore in every 
perſon born into this world, it deſerveth God's 
wrath and damnation. And this infection of na- 
ture doth remain, yea in them. that are regene- 
rated, yet without dominion; and although there 
is no condemnation. to them that are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, yet fin in them is evil, as much as in 
others, and as ſuch receives divine fatherly chaſ- 


tiſement. u 


VI. Of Predeſtination and Election. 


Although the whole world is thus become 
\ guilty before God, it hath pleaſed him to prede- 
ſtinate ſome unto everlaſting life. Predeſtination 
therefore to life is the everlaſting purpole of God, 
whereby (before the foundations of the world 
were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by his 
counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and 


damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt 


out of mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt to 
everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made to honour. 
Wherefore they which are endued with ſo ex- 
cellent a benefit of God, are called according to 
God's purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due ſea- 
ſon; they, through grace, obey the call; they 
are juſtified freely; they are made ſons of God | 
by adoption; they bear the inage of Chriſt ; 

F they 
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they walk religiouſly in good works; and, at 
lengih, by God's werey, * attain to 3 
feliciiy. 


VII. Of Chriſt the Mediator. 


It pleaſed God in his eternal purpoſe to chuſe 
and ordain the Lord Jeſus, his only begotten Son, 
to be the Mediator between God and man, the 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King, the head and Saviour 
of his Church; unto whom he did from all eter- 
vity give a people to be his ſeed, and to be by 
him in time redeemed, called, juſtifed, ſantiified, 
and glorified. He therefore being very and 
eternal God, of one ſubſtance and equal with the 
Father, did, when the fulneſs of time was come, 
take upon him man's nature, yet without ſin, be- 
| ing conceived by the power of the Holy Ghoſt 

in the womb of the Virgin Mary; ſo that two 
whole, perfect, and diſtinct natures, the Godhead 
and the manhood, were inſeparably - joined to- 
gether in one perſon, without converſion or con- 
fuſion : which perſon is very God and very man, 
+ yet one Chriſt, the only Mediator between God 
and man. This office of a Mediator and furety 
be did moſt willingly undertake: which that he 
might diſcharge, he was made under the law, and 

did perfeftly fulfil it by an obedience unto death: 


by which perfect Ab and ſaerifice of him- 
ſelf 


I 68 ] 


elf on the croſs, which he through the eternal 
Spirit once offered up unto God, he hath fully 
ſatisfied divine juſtice, and purchaſed not only 
reconciliation, but an everlaſting inheritance in 
the kingdom of heaven, for all thoſe whom the 
Father hath given him. To all of whom he doth 
in his own time, and in his own way, certainly, 
and effetually apply his purchaſed redemption; 
making interceſſion for them; and revealing unto 
them through the word and by his ſpirit, the 
myſteries of ſalvation; effectually enabling them 
to believe unto obedience; and governing their 
hearts by the ſame word and ſpirit; and over- 
coming all their enemies by his almighty power. 


VIII. Of the Holy Ghoſt. 
The Holy Ghoſt is the third perſon in the ado- 


rable Godhead, diſtin from the Father and the 


Son; yet of one ſubſtance, glory, and majeſty 
with them, very andeternal God; whoſe office in 
the Church is manifold, It is he who illuminates 
the underſtanding to difcern ſpiritual things, and 
guides us into all truths; ſo that without his 
teaching, we ſhall never be effectually convinced 
of ſin, nor be brought to the ſaving knowledge 
of God in Chriſt. And his teaching, whether it 
be by certain means which he ordinarily makes 
ule of, or without means is, attended with an 
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evidence peculiar and proper to itſelf, therefore 
ſtiled the demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
power. By which divine power he not only 
enlightens the underſtanding, but gives a new 
turn or bias to the will and affections, moving 
and atting upon our hearts, and by his ſecret 
energetic influence effecting thoſe things, which 
we could never attain or accompliſh by our own 
ſtrength. Nor is his guidance leſs neceſſary in 
our lives and all our actions. Without his aſſiſt- 
ance we know not what to pray for, or how to 
pray aright. He confirms us in all grace; and 
he is the author of all holineſs. It is he that 
aſſures us of our perſonal intereſt in Chrift, and 
that ſheds abroad the love of God in our hearts, 
He ſeals believers unto the day bf redemption; 
and is himſelf the earnelt of their future inhe- 
ritance. He adminiſters comfort to us in our 
temporal and ſpiritual diſtreſſes, by applying to 
our minds ſeaſonable promiſes of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, which are yea and amen; and by receiv- 
ing the things of Chriſt, and ſhewing them unto 
us. Thus he encourageth and refreſheth us with 
a ſenſe of the favor of God; fills us with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory, and is to 1. 
with the Church for ever. 


of 
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IX. Of Free Will. 


The condition of man after the fall of Adam 
is ſuch, that he cannot turn to prepare himſelf by 
his own natural ſtrength and good works to faith 
and calling upon God: wherefore we have no 
power to do good works pleaſant and acceptable 


to God: without the grace of God by Chriſt pre- 


venting us, that we may have. a good will, and 
working with us when we have that good will. 


X. Of Juſti ſi cation. 

We are accounted righteous before God, only 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, by faith, and not for our own works or 
deſervings. Wherefore that we are juſtified by 
faith only, is a moſt wholeſome dottrine, and 
very full of comfort. And this is done by par- 
doning our fins, and by accounting our perſons 
as righteous by imputing the obedience and fatis- 
faction of Chriſt unto us, which is received and 
reſted upon by faith : which faith we have not of 
ourſelves, but it is the gift of God. 


XI. Of Sancti fication, and good Works. 


They who are effectually called and regenerated, 
having a new heart and a new ſpirit created in 
them, are further ſanctified, really and perſonally, 

| through 
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evidence peculiar and proper to itſelf, therefore 
ſtiled the demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
power. By which divine power he not only 
enlightens the underſtanding, but . gives a new 
turn or bias to the will and affeQtions, moving 
and atting upon our hearts, and by his ſecret 
energetic influence effecting thoſe things, which 
we could never attain or accompliſh by our own 
ſtrength. Nor is his guidance leſs neceſſary in 


our lives and all our actions. Without his aſſiſt- 


ance we know not what to pray for, or how to 


pray aright. He confirms us in all grace; and 
he is the author of all holineſs. It is he that 
aſſures us of our perſonal intereſt in Chriſt, and 
that ſheds abroad the love of God in our hearts. 
He ſeals believers unto the day of redemption 
and is himſelf the earneſt of their future inhe- 
ritance. He adminiſters comfort to us in our 
temporal and ſpiritual diſtreſſes, by applying to 
our minds feaſonable promiſes of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, which are yea and amen; and by receiv- 
ing the things of Chriſt, and ſhewing them unto 
us. Thus he encourageth and refreſheth us with 
a ſenſe of the favor of God; fills us with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory, and is to * 
with the Church for ever. 
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IX. Of Free Will. 


The condition of man after the fall of Adam 
is ſuch, that he cannot turn to prepare himſelf by 
his own natural ſtrength and good works to faith 
and calling upon God: wherefore we have no 
power to do good works pleaſant and acceptable 
to God: without the grace of God by Chriſt pre- 
venting us, that we may have a good will, and 
working with us when we have that good will. 


ie; Of Juſtification. 

We are accounted righteous before God, only 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, by faith, and not for our own works or 
deſervings. Wherefore that we are juſtified by 
faith only, is a moſt wholeſome doftrine, and 
very full of comfort. And this is done by par- 
doning our fins, and by accounting our perſons 
as righteous by imputing the obedience and fatis- 
faction of Chriſt unto us, which is received and 
reſted upon by faith : which faith we have not of 
ourſelves, but it is the gift of God. 


XI. Of Sanctification, and good Works, 
They who are effectually called and regenerated, 


having a new heart and a new ſpirit created in 
them, are further ſanctified, really and perſonally, 
through 
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' through the virtue of Chriſt's death and ak | 


tion, by his word and ſpirit dwelling in them: 
the dominion of the whole body of fin is de- 
ftroyed, and the ſeveral luſts thereof are more 
and more weakened and mortified, and they more 
and more quickened and ſtrengthened in all ſav- 
ing graces, to the practice of true holineſs; with- 


out which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Works, 


which are the fruits of faith, and follow after juſ- 
tification, though they cannot put away our fins, 
nor endure the ſeverity of God's judgment, yet 


are pleaſing and acceptable to God in Chriſt, and 


fpring out neceſſarily of a true and lively faith; 
inſomuch that by them a lively faith may be as 
evidently known, as a tree diſcerned by the fruit. 


XII. Of Works before Fuſlification. 
Works done before the grace of Chriſt, and 


the inſpiration of his ſpirit, are not pleaſant to 
God, foraſmuch as they ſpring not of faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; neither do they make men 
meet to receive grace; yea rather, for that they 
are not done as God hath willed and commanded 
them to be done, we doubt not but they have the 
nature of lin. 


XIII. Of the Church. 


The catholic or univerſal church, which is in- 
viſible, 
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vilible, conſiſts of the whole number of the ele& 
that have been, are, or ſhall be gathered into one, 
under Chriſt, the head thereof; and is the ſpouſe, 
the body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all, 
The viſible church conſiſts of all thoſe through- 


out the world that profeſs the true religion, to- 


gether with their children. To which vilible 
church Chriſt hath given the miniſtry and ordi- 
nances of the goſpel, for the gathering and per- 
feQting the ſaints in this life, to the end of the 
world; and doth by his own preſence and ſpirit, 
according to his promiſe, make them effectual 
thereunto. 

There is no other head of the church but the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; nor can the Pope of Rome in 
any ſenſe be head thereof, but is that Antichriſt, 
that man of ſin, and ſon of perdition, that exalt- 
eth himſelf in the church againſt Chriſt, and all 
that is called God. | 


XIV. Of Baptiſm. 


Baptiſm is a ſacrament of the New Teſtament, 
ordained by Jefus Chriſt, not only for the folemn 
admiſſion of the party baptized into the vilible 
church, but alſo to be unto him a ſign and ſeal of 
the covenant of Grace to be continued in the 
church until the end of the world; which is 
rightly 
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rightly adminiſtered by pouring or ſprinkling water 
upon the perſon, in the name of the Father, Son, 

„ and Holy Ghoſt, This ſacrament ought to be 

| adminiſtered but once to any perſon; and we alſo 
hold that infants may and ought to be baptized 
in virtue of one or both believing parents: be- 
cauſe the ſpiritual privilege of a right unta and 
a participation of the initial ſcal of the covenant, 

] was granted by God to the infant ſeed of Abraham: 

| which grant muſt remain firm for ever, without 

| the Lord's own expreſs revoking or abrogation 

| bol it; which can never be proved from Scripture 

that he has done. Again, they that have the thing 

ſignified, have a right to the ſign of it; but chil 

dren are capable of the Grace ſignified in bap- 

tiſm, and ſome of them (we truſt) are partakers | 

of it, namely, ſuch as die in their infancy : there= 

ſore they may and ought to be baptized, —For 

theſe and other reaſons, we believe and main, 

tain the lawfulneſs and expediency of infant bap- 

tiſm. f 


5 


XV. Of the Lord's Supper. 


The ſupper of the Lord is not only a ſign of 
the love that Chriſtians ought to have among 
_. themſelves one to another, but rather it is a ſa- 
crament of the body and blood of Chriſt, and of 

out 


1 


our redemption thereby, called the Lord's Sup- 
per, to be obſerved in his church to the end of 
the world,. for the perpetual remembrance of the 
ſacriſice of himſelf in his death; the ſealing all 
benefits thereof to true bros, their ſpiritual 
nouriſhment and growth in him; their further en- 
gagement in and to all duties which they owe 
unto him; and to be a bond and pledge of their 
communion with him and with each other as 
members of his myſtical body. Inſomuch that, 
to ſuch as rightly and with faith receive the ſame, 
the bread which we break is a partaking of the 
body of Chriſt ; and likewiſe the cup of bleſſing 
is a partaking of the blood of Chriſt, though in 
ſubſtance and nature they till remain bread and 
wine as they were before. Thoſe. therefore that 
are void of faith, though they do carnally and 
viſibly eat the bread and drink the wine of this 
ſacrament of the body and blood of Chriſt, yet 
are in no wiſe partakers of Chriſt, but rather to 
their condemnation do eat and drink the. ſign o or 
ſacrament of ſo great a bleſſing. 56% 
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AFTER Mr. Crole had finiſhed his Charge, 


the firſt and third verſes of the forty-fifth hymn 
were ſung: | | | 


— 


CAPTAIN of thine enliſted hoſt, 
Diſplay thy glorious bariner high; 
The ſummons ſend from coaſt to coaſt, 

And call a numerous army nigh. 


Bid, bid thy heralds publiſh loud 
The peaceful bleſſings of thy reign: 
And when they ſpeak of ſprinkling. blood, 
The myſt' ry to the heart explain. 


Meanwhile the Rev. Mr. Eyre aſcended the pul- 
pit, and after a ſhort prefatory Prayer, preached 
an excellent Sermon, of which the following is 


the ſubſtance; on the Neceſlity and Privilege of 
a Goſpel Miniſtry ; 


* 


Rom. 


1 31 ] 
9 


Rom. x. 13, 14, 15. 


For whoſoever ſhall call on the name of the Lord 
ſhall be ſaved, How then ſhall they call on him in 
whom, they have not believed? and how ſhall they 


believe in him of whom they have not heard? and 


how ſhall they hear without a preacher ? and how 
ſhall they preach except they be ſent ? 


BaETUREN „ we are met together on a very 
ſolemn and important occaſion. Two events have 
rendered this day memorable, — The birth of the 
Counteſs of Huntingdon, who was born on the 


twenty-fourth of Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven. 


hundred and ſeven,—and the opening of her College 
in South Wales, on the twenty-fourth of Auguſt, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-eight, 


when a Sermon was preached by her Chaplain, 


the Rev. Geo. Whitefield, on Exod. xx. 26. 
In all places where I record my name I will come 
unto thee, and I will bleſs thee. It is a pity 
that the Diſcourſe was not publiſhed. From 
the ſucceſs, which he had himſelf experienced in 
God's ſervice, for a ſeries of years, no doubt his 
ſoul anticipated with delight, the innumerable 
bleſſings which a guilty world would derive from 
G 2 an 
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-an Inſtitution evidently. founded ,;vith no other 


view than io promote the intereſt of the Re- 


deemer's kingdom. The: prayers of thouſands 


were offered up to God for a bleſſing on.her 


Ladyſhip's deſigns : and ſhe lived to ſee them an- 


Feered even beyond. her ſanguine expectations. 

From this ſchool of the Prophets many uſeful 
Miniſters have been ſent out, who have been the 
honoured inſtruments not only « of. the converſion 
of multitudes. in their own country, but likewiſe 
of ſpreading the knowledge of Chriſt into various 
dark and diſtant parts of the world. And though 
it has pleaſed God to remove the dear and illuſ- 
trious Foundreſs, yet he has inclined: the hearts 
of many. to perpetuate her Inſtitution.” - The leaſe 
of the College at Trevecka having expired, and 
the ſituation being too remote for the Inſpettion 
of the perſons on whom the truſt devolved, they 5 
thought i it would be more convenient if they re- 
moved it nearer the metropolis. The providence 
of God led them to this beautiful ſpot, which by 
the generdus exertions of his people they have 
purchaſed and. paid for; and we are aflembled 
this day, ta dedicate it to the Lord by - humble 
prayer, hoping that he will condeſcend to accept 
it as a tribute of gratitude, and to make it a bleſ- 
ng to his Church in all n generauons. ' 


The 
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he. part aſigned me in this ſolemn ſervice, is 
do- call your ſ attention to the neceſſity, and pri- 
vilege of a Goſpel miniſtry ; ; that you may be 
*thankful to God ſor ſuch am ineſtimable blefling, 
and'zealous to extend its beneficial” influence to 
thoſe who are yet ſtrangers to the joyful ſound. 
It was my deſign to have preached from the 
ſame text as Mr. Whitefield; but as the Truſ- 
tees ſuggeſted the text, which they thought 
was beſt adapted to the ſubjett on which they 
deſigned me to preach, I have altered my in, 
tention. 

I wiſh, for your ſakes, that they had ſelected a 
perſon of diſtinguiſhed abilities to this office. I 
am too conſcious of my inequality to the impor- 
tance of the work, to be pleaſed with this choice: 
but gratitude to the memory of my deceaſed and 
honbured friend, obliges me to ſacrifice my judg- 
ment to their commands. However, cannot 
diſemble the uneaſineſs of my feelings, when I 


conſider that the College was firſt opened by one 


of the greateſt miniſters in the world, and now by 


one of the leaſt. As the contraſt is ſo great, the 


reflection muſt neceſſarily be painful. Aſſiſt me, 
my dear brethren, with your prayers, that God 
may vouchſafe to favor me with his preſence, 
and that the defects of the preacher may be no 
hindrance to the mighty operations of divine 
0 | grace. 
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grace. I know that the diſpenſations of his pro- 


vidence are myſterious and aſtoniſhing. He often 
uſes the meaneſt inſtruments, that his power may 
be the more evidently diſplayed. By the ſound- 
ing of ram's horns the walls of Jericho were 
thrown down. And a hittle man can do a great 
work, when called to it, and ſupported by the Al- 
mighty God. This is my encouragement: there- 
fore, with humble dependence on divine aſſiſt- 
ance, I ſhall attempt the diſcuſſion of my ſubjeQ. 

As my brother Crole has in a great meaſure . 
anticipated what I had to ſay on the Goſpel mi- 
niſtry, I ſhall be ſhorter in the explanation of my 
text than I intended. And it 1s well for you 
that my labour is leſſened, as we have but a ſhort 
time to go through the remaining part of the ſer- 


vice. 


The words of my text may be conſidered as an 
apology for the Apoſtle's conduct. He was 
called in an extraordinary manner, and ſent to 
preach by a ſpecial commiſſion. The election to 


life had been chiefly among the Jews; and the 


word of God for many ages had been confined 
to their nation. But the Prophets, who foretold 
the ſufferings of Chriſt, and his reſurrection from 


the dead, predicted the calling and converſion of 


the Gentiles. The Apoſtle was appointed to this 
glorious work; and one ſhould have ſuppoſed 
that 


( 6] 


that every benevolent mind would have rejoiced, 
that God had granted to the Gentiles alſo repent- 
ance unto life. On the contrary, the Jews were 


highly offended. They wiſhed to monopolize 


the mercy of God, and were ſo incenſed with the 
Apoſtle for preaching that ſalvation to others 
which they had rejected with diſdain, that they 
accuſed him of being. an enemy to his country, 
and declared he was unfit to live upon the earth. 
But he aſſures them that he was ſo far from being 
an enemy to them, by being a friend to che Gentiles, 


that he could wiſh himfelf accurſed * from Chriſt 


for their ſakes, provided his miſery could promote 
their happineſs. He ſhews them that their diſ- 
like to his conduct aroſe from their ignorance of 
the ſcriptures. In them God had declared his 
intention to ſave the Gentiles as well as the Jews. 
For wRosoEVER ſhall call on the name of the 
Lord ſhall be ſaved. But it is impoſſible that 
the end can be accompliſhed without the means, 
For how ſhall they call on him in whom they have 


not believed? and how ſhall they believe in him of. 


whom they have not heard ; and how ſhall they hear 
without @ preacher ? and how ſhall they preach 
except they be ſent ? | 
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Since, nl God had determiried to ſave. 


ſinners of other nations, and had commanded4he. 
Apollle - to preach the Goſpel to them for this: 


very purpoſe; they could not be offended with! 


him without manifeſting the enmity of their hearts 
againſt the diſpenſations of Jehovah.. He had 
ſeripture and reaſon on his ſide; but ſinful pre- 
judice is not to be convinced by abſolute demon- 


ſtration. Ignorance cannot be conquered by 


argument. The heart muſt be changed before 
the mind can be enlightened. 


However benevolent our intentions may De: << 


this day, we muſt not ſuppoſe that we ſhall eſcape 


cenſure: we cannot expect that they, who diſ- 


approve: God's ways, ſhould be pleaſed with 
ours. Men pretend to juſtify their malice by: 


reproaching the inſtruments by which the pur- 
Poſes of God are accompliſhed; but it is not 


againſt the inſtruments, but againſt the' purpoſes 
themſelves, that their enmity is directed. The 
reproach of the world therefore is no diſgrace. to 
the faithful ſervants of God; but its - applauſe, 
would be a reflection both on their wiſdom and 
integrity, A wiſe man would feel no pleaſure, 
were a fool to approve his actions. And it 
would reflect a diſhonour upon the whole work 
of Jehovah, if a depraved nature could love or 


admire it. God never yet did a thing that heaq- 
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ven did not admire; and he never yet did a thing 
that hell could approve. Were all the world 
ſaved, and but one left out, hell would object, 
and ſay it was unjuſt. And were but one ſaved, 
and all the reſt deſtroyed, heaven would applaud 
the juſtice of God, and admire his grace extended 
: to that individual. The carnal mind can never be 
f. reconciled to God's diſpenſations. Such is human 
2 deſpravity, that it can no more be pleaſed with the 
2 work of mercy, than with the execution of judg- 
- | ment. The Jews were diſpleaſed that ſo many 
were ſaved; and now the complaint is, that there 
are too few. We muſt be born again from above, 
before we can rejoice that God reigneth. And, 
when our hearts are circumciſed to keep his laws, 
| nothing will offend us. One of the ends of Chrilt's 
death was to reconcile us to God; and it 1s in 
vain to hope for heaven, while we cheriſh an oppo- 
ſition to his method of ſalvation. 
We muſt not eſtimate the wickedneſs of men 
by the profligacy of their actions, but by their 
diſlike to God and to his ways, There is no pro- 
fligacy among the damned, but there is in all their 
ö hearts a rooted enmity againſt God. And meo cn 
have no clearer proof that they are fitting for dam- 
nation, than by feeling a diſhke to God's council, 
and decrees, either to his d ſp-nfatio us of judg- 
ment or of mercy. I wiſh d at all who are here 
N preſent, 
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preſent, would examine themſelves by this cri- | 


terion. The philoſopher, the phariſee, the moral 
man, and the virtuous, would evidently perceive, 


that they are as unqualified for heaven without a 
change of heart, as the vileſt profligate. It is 


true that there are many things in religion, which 
the wiſeſt chriſtian . cannot perfectly underſtand ; 
but there is not any thing which the meaneſt 
chriſtian can ever diſlike. 


It is a pleaſing conſideration, that many will be 
ſaved of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues “. The perſons ſaved, and the method 
of ſalvation, will be the wonder and delight of 
angels and men to all eternity. The number of 


the redeemed will have ſome proportion to the 


expence which infinite love has been at in their 
redemption. I am not fond of making Reaſon 
a judge in matters of religion, The concluſions 
which Reaſon draws may be falſe, when the pre- 
miſes upon which it operates are not perfectly 
underſtood. And as it is impoſſible for a finite 
being to comprehend the perfections of the in- 
finite God, it is not to be wondered at, if the 
proud and aſſuming, who truſt to ſuch a fallible 
guide, be led into fatal miſtakes. But in this 
matter we ſhall be in no danger, ſince the word 


* Rev. vü. 9. 
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of God aſſures us, that the ſaved are, a multitude 
which no man can number ” | 

When a king has been for many years collect- 
ing the «ſtrength, and laviſhing the treaſures of 
his kingdom, to execute ſome favorite plan, we 
naturally expect that he has an end in view ſuit- 
able to the importance of the means: but ſhould 
it appear by the event, that he employed thoſe 
means to accompliſh ſome trifting object, we 
might juſtly reproach him with folly; and can 
ve contemplate the method of ſalvation without 
expecting an adequate effect? The work of cre- 
ation is nothing in compariſon of redemption. 
The heavens and the earth were made by the 
word of the Lord. But the ſalvation of ſinners 
could not be effetted by word or by power 
alone. The treafures of heaven were expended 
to ſave a guilty warld. The maker of all things 
became a man—and took our nature to redeem 
our ſouls. This was a ſight that angels wondered 
to behold. Thirty-three years of poverty. and 
diſgrace were the leaſt parts of his ſufferings. 
He bare our fins in his own body on the tree, 
and was made a curſe for us to redeem us from 
the curſe of the lau f. Theſe things ſhould 
never be contemplated with a cold heart. Our 


* Rev. Vil. 9. FT Gal, iii. 13. 
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expectations are languid, becauſe we ſeldom re- 
alize theſe grand tranſactions. But as ſurely as 
the heavens. and the earth were made, ſo ſurely 
was the Creator of all things made fleſh, and 
dwelt among us“. He was actually wounded for 
our tranſg reſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities, 


that by his firipes we might be healed f. And it is 


not more certain that we ſhall die, than that Chriſt 
died that we might live for ever. When Chriſt 


hung on the croſs, a diſcovery was made to the 


whole creation of the unfathomable depths of in- 
finite love; and an exhibition was made to all in- 
telligent beings of the infinite riches of grace and 
glory. 

Theſe facts would warrant a copious comment 
upon this promiſe, He /hall fee of the travail 
of his ſoul and be ſatisfied]. A heart ſo large 
will not be contented with a little. Nothing 
leſs will ſatisfy Him than the heathen for his 
inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 
for his poſſeſſion. Nor will He think the value 
of his merits repayed, till every one of theſe are 
delivered from fin and miſery, and preſented 
ſpotleſs before His throne, with exceeding great 
and eternal joy. Believing ſouls rejoice in the 
proſpett, and long for the period when He ſhall | 


* Ichn i. 14. + Ialig.— f IIA. lili, 22. 
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have accompliſhed the number of his elect, and 
advanced them to the full enjoyment of His ever- 
laſting kingdom. 

The method of bringing mae to e of 
the bleſſings purchaſed by the Saviour's blood, 
ſhould likewiſe be conſidered; and on this ſubje& 
I muſt enlarge, as it will juſtify the propriety of 
this Inſtitution. The end and the means are 
inſeparably connected. Though God has deter- 
mined to ſave ſome ſinners of all nations; yet he 
has likewiſe determined that none ſhall be ſaved 
who does not call on the name of the Lord Jeſus. 
But they cannot call on Him, unleſs they believe 
on Him; and they cannot believe on Him unleſs 
they know Him; and they cannot know Him un- 


leſs He fend them the means of information; and 


hence ariſes the neceſſity of a Goſpel Miniſtry. 
The efficacy of the means depends entirely 


upon the divine influence. God is as able to 


call ſinners, as he was to redepin them : and he 


has promiſed that they ſhall be made willing in 


the day of his power *. But he has reſerved to 
himſelf the choice of the inſtruments by which he 
will accompliſh his deſigns; and he will ſend them 
to do his work both when and where he pleaſes, 
Men may ruſh into the miniſtry without his com- 
miſſion, but without it they cannot be ſucceſsful f. 


* Plalm cx. 3. + Matt, vii, 22. I kid 
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I have no opinion of thoſe miniſters whom men 
can make. All the learning in the world will not 
enable us to win ſouls to Chriſt, We muſt be 
taught of God, and appointed by him to the 
work, before we ſhall be able to teach others. 

I would not inſinuate by this, that learning is 
unprofitable. Were I an enemy to learning, 1 
ſhould not have ſtood up to preach on the pre- 
ſent occaſion. Its advantages are ſo great, that 
I would not decry it, as many do, through idle- 
neſs, or through envy. I only mean that it is not 
abſolutely neceſſary to fit a perſon for preaching 
the Goſpel. Many of our lay preachers, who 
were quite 1lliterate, were men of great know- 
ledge and eminent uſefulneſs. | 

John Cennick was ſent to preach the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt, though he underſtood nei- 
ther languages nor ſciences ; but I queſtion if a 
thouſand Archbiſhops with all their learning had 
half his knowledge; and few miniſters in the pre- 
ſent day have been inſtrumental in the converſion 
of more ſinners. He had the beſt qualifications in 
the world for the mini{try—good ſenſe, and great 
zeal; a knowledge of the ſcriptures, and of the 
human heart; and a willingneſs to ſacrifice eaſe 
and intereſt to the glory of God, and the good of 
his fellow creatures. 


O 
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O! may God ſend out more of theſe heavenly 
men! We want more honeſty, and leſs oſten- 
tation among the preachers. We can never ex- 
pect to ſee much good done while ſo many, are 
ſeeking fine places, and polite congregations; and 
are more concerned about how much a year they 
can get, than how many ſouls are converted, 
Pride, and vanity, and idleneſs, have almoſt en- 
tombed the methodiſt cauſe. We are ſo learned, 
and ſo wile, that we are aſhamed to ſtand upon a 
table, or a horſeblock, to call ſinners to repent- 
ance, We are ſuch fine gentlemen, that it would 
be a diſgrace'to us to att like prophets, or apoſ- 
tles, in ſeeking after thoſe wandering ſheep, for 
whom the Lord of Glory was not aſhamed to be 
nailed to the croſs, a ſpectacle and a gazing-ſtock 
to angels and to men“. The truth is, the con- 
{ciences of many are in the pockets of the wealthy 
part of their congregations; and they can make 
plauſible excuſes for not doing what they know 
would diſpleaſe their profitable friends; being 
more influenced by the love of gold, than by the 
Glory of God, and the everlaſting happineſs of 
mankind. May God grant that this ſeminary may 
never produce ſuch monſters ! | 

We need not wonder that the religious world © 
is overrun with ſo many trifling profeſſors, when 

* If, li, + Pſalm xii, 
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there are ſo many time-ſerving miniſters, who 
flatter them with the hopes of heaven, provided 


they be rich enough to pay them well for the 


conſolation which they adminiſter. Godlineſs was 


once thought to be great gain; but now we think 


gain to be great godlineſs*, However, thoſe 


miniſters whom God makes, are caſt in another 


mould; they have better wages, and derive their 


pleaſures from nobler ſources. | 
I heard our honoured Patroneſs once deſcribe 


the manner in which ſhe frequently went with 
Mr. Whitefield from Briſtol to Kingſwood, where 


he uſed to preach the Goſpel to the poor colliers. 


The coach in which they rode was laden with 


people inſide and out, and hundreds of gracious | 


ſouls accompanied them, ſinging hymns through 
all the ſtreets and roads 'as they went along. 
This ſhe called the work of God; the world 
called it enthuſiaſm: but the many thouſands 
converted from groſs ignorance and barbariſm, 
ſufficiently proclaim its author. Theſe, ſaid ſhe, 


were our golden days, when the power of God 


reſted upon preachers and hearers. 

And is it not a great honour to be a choſen 
veſſel, to carry the treaſures of God's word 
among the poor and needy f? Provided we be 
honeſt, we ſhall not want encouragement. If 


1 Tim. vi. 6 ; + Matt. xi. 5. 
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dur eye be ſingle, our whole body will be full 
of light“. I was thinking as I came along, and 
ſaw the people gathering in the precious fruits 
of the earth, ſome here and ſome there, that 
it would fufniſh me with a good illuſtration 
of my ſubject. The owners of the fields would 
not ſend the labourers where there were no 
fruits to be gathered. And furely, thought I, the 
Lord of Harveſt is too wiſe, and too much 
intereſted in the event to fend us forth to labour 
in vain, We need not to be at a lofs when, or 
where to begin. The materials for our work are 
to be found in all places. - Wherever there are 
ſinners we may invite them to the Saviour. The 
whole world is our diſtrict: for Chriſt hath com- 
manded us; Go ye therefore into all the world and 
preach the Gol to every creature. He that be- 
hievetß and is baptized bie fe ; and he that 
believeth not ſhall be damned F. | 5 

Theſe conſiderations are enough to animate 
all the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt——That of 
all the perfons our eyes can behold, we ſhall 
never ſee one, who does not want the bleflings 
which we are commanded to preach—nor\ariy fo 
ignorant, ſo miſerable, and fo vile, that the God 
who ſent us is unable to ſave. For whoſoever 
Jhall call on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved 1. 


Matt. vi, 22. + Matt. ix. 37. Mark xvi. 15. f Rom. x. 13. 
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It is true, ſinners of themſelves, are unable to 
believe, but Faith cometh by hearing*. It is 
our duty to preach, but it 1s the work of the Holy 
Ghoſt to apply . 

When Mr. Brainerd had preached among the 
poor Indians for three years, and ſaw no good 
done, he was diſcouraged. But when God con- 
vinced him that he had no power to convert 
them, nor. they any to believe his teſtimony, he 
poured out his ſpirit in fuch a remarkable man- 
per, that wherever he went, he found the ſouls of 


the people prepared to receive the Word, as the 


ground that has been ploughed, is prepared to re- 
ceive the ſeed from the hand of the ſower. 
They felt themſelves miſerable and wretched ; and 

wanted ſomething to make them happy; yet 


could not tell what. But when he explained 


the nature of ſin, the condemnation of ſinners, 
and the glorious method of redemption, through 
the blood of the Lamb, their underſtandings were 
enlightened, and they embraced with gladneſs 
the hope of eternal life, * offered to them in 
the Goſpel 4. | 

We ſhould remember that Miniſters are mel. 
ſengers 5. They are to declare what Chriſt has 
done for ſinners ||, and what the Spirit, of God is 


Rom. x. 17. f Exck, xxxvii. 9. f Rev. xxii. 27. 
; $ 2 John i. 5, Adds xiii. 32. 41. . 
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to work in them; but they can no more change 


their hearts, nor ſanctify their minds, than they 


can make an atonement to God Tor their ſouls. 
And in this reſpett all miniſters, whether learned 
or unlearned, are upon the ſame level; God gene- 
rally doing moſt by thoſe who know that they 
cannot do any thing. 


We may collect from the words of my text, 
the principal part of the meſſage we are to de- 
liver. We are to acquaint ſinners with their mi- 
ſerable and loſt condition; and to tell them that 
there is no way to eſcape the wrath of an offended 
God, but through Chriſt; and that every one 
| who feels the burden of his guilt, and calls upon 
him for mercy ſhall be delivered. On him God 
hath laid our help; and to him the eyes of every 
helpleſs finner ſhould be directed. As Moſes 
lifted up the ſerpent in the Wilderneſs by the 


command of God, that every wounded Iſraelite 


who turned his dying eyes towards it might be 
healed; ſo Chriſt was lifted up upon the crols, 
that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh 
but have everlaſting life“. 

The world may ridicule this way of ſalvation, 
and ſay, how. is it poflible, that by looking to 


# John UL 14. Numb. xxi. 9. 
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ehr by Faith, ſinners can obtain all the blef.. 
lings which they want in time, and to eternity? 
This is a myſtery which they can never under- 
ſtand, till the Spirit of God explains it to them. 

I dare ſay when the Iſraelites were informed of 
the remedy which God had provided, there was 
much queſtioning, eſpecially among the wiſe and 
learned, how the potſon could be expelled from 
their veins, by looking to a brazen ſerpent. And 
being determined, like our modern philoſophers, 
not to believe what they could not comprehend, 
many, of them no doubt periſhed, But all who 
truſted to what God had promiſed, experienced 
it to be an infallible cure. DE, 

Unbelievers of every deſcription are objefts of | 
divine diſpleaſure; but, conſidering that we by 
nature are in the ſame condemnation, even ob- 
ſtinate infidels are objects of our compaſſion; 
much more the unthinking multitude, who are 
ſeduced by their artifice. F the blind lead the 
blind they ſhall both fall into the ditch*, Probably 
many who ſinned againſt God in the yilderneſs, 
died by truſting to medicine, rather than to the 
proviſion of mercy, from a fatal confidence ip 
thoſe rational guides, who pretended to ſuperior 


ſkill, O! my 617 (ire ot may God gekver 
you from ſuch teachers! / 


„Matt, xv, 14» 


Many 


CT. ; 
Many will perſuade you to truſt to works of : 
righteouſneſs, and not to venture upon the merits 
of Chriſt*, And ſome will even caution you not 
to pray to him, leſt you ſhould be guilty of idol- 
atry t. But ſearch the ſcriptures. In them you 
will find, that God has given unto us eternal life ; 
and that this life is in his Son . In them you 
will find, that the Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judginent unto the Son]; that 
he hath given him power over all fleſh, that he 
ſhould give eternal life to as many as he hath 
given him 5; that he is exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance to Iſrael, and 
forgiveneſs of ſins : and that whoſoever ſhall 
=_ ; a on his Name ſhall be ſaved. His authority 
| is not leſſened by his humiliation. He pur- 
chaſed as a Saviour; but he pardons as a God. 
They, who pray to Him for mercy, ſhall obtain 
it; and they who refuſe to call upon Him, muſt 
periſh everlaſtingly **, 


Thus, my dear brethren, I have endeavoured 
to give as Copious an explanation of my text, as 
] conceiye to be neceſlary on the preſent oc- 


* 
* Rom. ix. 31, 33. + Matt. vi. 9, 27. ft John v. 39. 
z John v. 11. John v. 22. $ John xvii. 2. 
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caſion; and though I have indulged myſelf freely 
in making remarks and obſervations, yet I ſhall 
take the liberty of ſubjoining ſeveral more, by 
way of improvement. 


It is evident, that the grand deſign of preach- 
ing is to bring ſinners to the knowledge and en- 
joyment of Chriſt, that they may be pardoned, 
juſtified, ſanctified, and glorified. Chriſt is the 
foundation on which they are to truſt *; the re- 
fuge to which they are to fly; and the giver of - 
every, bleſſing which they are to receive 1. Con- 
ſequently, thoſe ſermons which have not a ten · 
dency to enlarge their views of the perſon, the 
offices, and the work of Chriſt, will neither make 
them holier nor happier. And yet there are” 
many who call themſelves miniſters, who turn this 
way of preaching into ridicule. What, ſay they, 
can you preach” nothing but about Chriſt and 
atoning blood? We are for introducing a pleaſ- 
ing variety, to keep up the attention of our 
bearers. Such men give an awful proof that 
they have neither part nor lot in his ſalvation. 

If we cannot ſee Chriſt from the beginning to 
the end of the ſcriptures; if we cannot diſcern 
his perfeQions in all the works of creation; and 


* 


1 Cor. iii. 11. Iſai x xxv. 4 f John iv. 14. and x. 28. 
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in the adminiſtrations of providence, our eyes, 
have not been opened. There is not a creature 
which he did not make; neither a bleſſing, which 
he does not give; nor a judgment which he does 
not inflict“. He is the Creator and the Redeemer, 
the Ruler and the judge: and where ſhall we 


turn our eyes, that his favours or his frowns, his 


perfections and his glories, do not preſent them- 


ſelves to our view? Look up to the Heavens, 


and conſider their immenſity; they are all the 
work of his hands. The fun which now ſhines 
upon us, would never have had its beams, but to 
ſhed a faint reſemblance of the bright beams of 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs. As all things come 
from him, ſo all things lead to him. And ſhall we 
want variety in preaching Chriſt, when there is 


neither an individual Being, nor a ſingle ſubjett, 


that either men or angels can contemplate, in 
which the wiſdom or power, the mercy or juſtice 
of the Son of God is not diſplayed? 


What a poor kingdom would ours be, if the 


ſun were never to ſhine, or only to ariſe upon us 
for a very few days in the year! Would ſnow 
and froſt, and darkneſs, and all the gloomy va- 
riety which imagination can form, compenſate the 
privation of his genial rays? There is not ſo 


_— 
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great a difference between os and Lapland, 
as between the congregations where Chtiſt is 
preached, and thoſe whence he is excluded, to 
make way for variety. With all their novelty 
they cannot keep the attention of their hearers 
awake, who arc yawning and gaping in the cor- 
ners of their pews; finding more refiſtance to 
their repoſe from the hardneſs of the timber, than 
from the variety of the pulpit. Such contempt 
does God pour upon all thoſe, by whom Chriſt 
is lightly eſteemed. 

Chriſt is the ſubſtance of the Gofpel, and the 
9 of the upper and ſpiritual world. There 
are ſuch wonders in his perſon, and there is ſuch 
fulneſs in his love, as will afford entertainment and 
delight to ſaints and angels to all eternity. They, 
who cannot find ſufficient in the perſon and work 
of Jeſus, to furniſh materials for preaching, will 
not find them any where elſe. And the congre- 
gations who cannot derive their greateſt pleafure 
from hearing of him, need no ſurer proof that 
they are training up for damnation, | 


- It is needful, not only that Chriſt ſhould be 
preached to ſinners, but they ſhould be invited 
and intreated to come and receive the bleflings 
of his ſalva ion. Yet we have lived to ſee mi- 
niſters grown wiſer than the Apoſtles, To in- 


vite 


([*Þ 
vite ſinners to accept of Chriſt, is in their opinion 
legality. They ſuppoſe that it derogates from 
the Grace of God, to perſuade a guilty ſinner to 
flee from the wrath to come “. But every time 
theſe men preach, they contraditt their own prin- 
ciples, If to invite a finner to flee to Chriſt, im- 
ply a power in his will; to preach about Chriſt to 
him, muſt equally Ern a power in his under- 
ſtanding. | 

Some years ago, I ſpent an evening with a 
Baptiſt miniſter, in a village in Nottinghamſhire, 
after I had been preaching to the country people 
in a farm houſe. He took notice of the manner 
in which I invited all who heard me, to come 
to Chriſt; and the arguments which I uſed to 
perſuade them to flee to him as the only refuge. 
He thought that ſuch preaching was attended with 
the greateſt ſucceſs, but his confcience would not 
allow him to adopt it, leſt the people ſhould ſup. 
poſe that they had a power in themſelves to 
obey. And yet, ſays he, I perceive that the 
miniſters, who give a call or invitation to ſinners; 
are bleſſed, to the converſion of multitudes; while 
we, who are afraid to uſe it, are ſeldom the in- 
ſtruments of awakening a fingle ſoul. I replied, 
if you acknowledge that God works moſt by theſe 


Matt. iii. 7 
means, 


l 
means, is not his providence the beſt interpreter 
of his will“? | 
It was a wiſe anſwer of a great man, to a per- 
ſon who accuſed him of inconſiſtency, for be- 
lieving that only a certain number were ap- 
pointed unto ſalvation, and yet inviting ſinners 
indiſcriminately to come and partake of its bleſ- 
ſings.—If you will point out who the ele& of 
God are, ſays he, I will preach to them only ; 
but whilſt I am ignorant who they are, I muſt 
invite all, that I may be ſure I have not with- 
held the invitation from any, whom God intends 
to ſave. * | | 
Brethren, ſecret .things belong to God. It is 
our duty to obey his will, We are commanded 
to preach the Goſpel to every creature; and 
though we cannot explain the conſiſtency be- 
tween-calling and inviting ſinners, and their utter 
inability to turn to God, yet, be aſſured, they 
imply no contradiction. The prophet Ezekiel 
was convinced there was none, when he ſaid to 
the dry bones, at God's command, liveF. 
The ſucceſs which attends this mode of preach- 
ing, demonſtrates, that we have not miſtaken the 
meaning of our commiſſion. Whitefield, who 
preached in this manner, was the inſtrument of 
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the converfion of thouſands, and tens of thou- 
ſands. He ſet out with theſe principles, Salvation 
is of God from firſt to laſt, and Damnation is of 
-ourſelves. Theſe I call Goſpel axioms. They 
are of the ſame uſe in religion, as ſelf evident 
truths are in the mathematics, By them we can 
ſolve all our difficulties, with as much eaſe as a 
mathematician, by certain data, can demonſtrate 
the problems of Euclid. 

When wiſdom 1s exerted for the public good, 
it becomes a general benefit. We admire our 
orators and our ſtateſmen, as the guardians of our 
rights, and the defenders of our liberties; and 
think that they are entitled to the gratitude of the 
nation for their abilities, and their zeal, though 

| their views are limited to our temporal advantage 
and proſperity. And ſhall we not hold the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt in higher eſtimation, who, ex- 
tending their views beyond the preſent ſcene, 
are labouring inceffantly, to the utmoſt of their 
power, to promote both our temporal and eternal! 
welfare? b | 

The bleſfings of a Goſpel miniſtry can never be 

il” fully deſcribed, till we ſhall be brought into that 
| glorious world, where we ſhall perceive the in- 
timate connection between the means and the 

end, the ſeed time and the harveſt, Nature can 

furniſh no compariſon to illuſtrate the difference 
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between a people favored with the means of 
Grace, and a people deſtitute of ſuch an un- 
ſpeakable privilege. Fertility and barrenneſs, 


light 'and darkneſs, happineſs and miſery, are 


terms too feeble to expreſs the diſparity. What 
gratitude therefore is due to God, for ſuch an 
ineſtimable benefit! and how earneſtly ſhould we 


pray for the gift of his Holy Spirit“, that we 


may not periſh amidſt the blaze of heavenly 
light, and feel in hell the painful reflection of 
having paſſed by the throne of grace, and the 
atoning blood, where ſo many ſinners, vile as 
ourſelves, were freely pardoned f. Many of 
you, my dear brethren, are in the happy enjoy- 
ment of the means of grace, and the hope of 
glory T. How ignorant and ſtupid were you, 
till the Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe upon you 
with healing in his wings d. What an amazing 
train of providences did God employ in bringing 
you to the word and the word to you. And 
what refreſhments and conſolations has it fince 
afforded you, under the burden of accumulated 
guilt, and under the oppreſſion of weighty ſorrows! 
Your grateful ſouls are daily crying out, what 
ſhall we render unto the Lord, for all the be- 


Acts ii. 38. + 1 Cor. vi. 11. t Tit. ü. 13. 
$ Pal, Ixxili. 22. Mat. 4+ 2 
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neſits which he has beſtowed upon us“? Nor 


do I wonder. It is the genuine language of a 
pardoned ſinner. Love is a reſtleſs paſſion. 
He who has a ſtrong affection, would be miſera- 
ble and dejected, if he had no way of expreſſing 
his love, by doing ſomething for the beloved ob- 
jet. How good therefore is God, who has in- 
dulged us with various opportunities of 3 
the fineſt feelings of our renewed nature! 

Come forward, my dear friends. This day an 


opportunity preſents itſelf of expreſſing your love 


to God, and to man. Become the ſupporters of 
this Inſtitution, and taſte the refined pleaſure of 
giving efficacy to your grateful deſires. And 
you, to whom Providence has denied this favour, 


be not diſcouraged. Aſſiſt us with your prayers, 


if you cannot with your purſes. I know not 
whether the cauſe of Chriſt be not more effec- 
tually promoted by the poor, wreſtling with God 


in their garrets for a bleſſing on the word, than 


by all the liberal donations of the wealthy. And 
let none forget, that gold, and frankincenſe, and 


myrrh +, ſhould be preſented to Chriſt on our 


knees, or they will not be eſteemed an acceptable 
ſacrifice. 


© Pſal, cxvi, 12, + Matt, ii. 11. 
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Our dear deceaſed Patroneſs was truly. eminent 
for offering up to God her moſt fervent prayers, 
and for devoting to his ſervice all her property. 
Her time, her talents, her ſoul and body, were 
conſecrated to the Lord. She knew that it was 
laudable to feed the hungry, and cloath the naked; 
but all inferior conſiderations ſeemed to be loſt, 
in her ſuperior concern for the everlaſting happi- 
neſs of periſhing mortals. I hope that I ſhall ne- 
ver loſe the ſtrong impreſſion which was made on 
my mind, in a converſation that I had with her, 
about the wants of a family, who appeared to be 
in diſtreſs. I can do for them, faid ſhe, but very 
little. I am obliged to be a ſpeRator of miſeries, 
which I pity but cannot relieve. For when I 
gave up myſelf to the Lord, I likewiſe devoted to 
him all my fortune; with this reſerve, that I 
would take with a ſparing hand, what might be 
neceſſary for my food and raiment, and for the 
ſupport of my children, ſhould they live to be 
reduced. I was led to this, continued ſhe, from 


a conſideration, that there were many benevolent __. 


perſons, who had no religion, who would feel for 
the temporal miſeries of others, and help them; 
but few, even among profeſſors, who had a pro- 
per concern for the awful condition of ignorant 
and periſhing ſouls, What therefore I can ſave 
for a while out of my own neceſſaries I will give 

them ; 
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them; but more I dare not ms without being 
guilty of ſacrilege. 

The value of ſuch a life can never be aſcer- 
tained, till the heavens and the earth be no more. 
And then when temporal happineſs and miſery 
ſhall have vaniſhed, like the illuſion of a dream, 
thouſands, and tens of thouſands, will be thankful 
that ſhe lived ſo long, the faithful ſervant of her 
- God, and the happy inſtrument of their con- 
verſion. With an income of only twelve hun- 
dred a year, ſpent in the ſervice of God, what 
wonders was ſhe enabled to perform! She main- 
tained the college at her ſole expence; ſhe erected 
chapels in moſt paris of the kingdom, and ſhe 
ſupported miniſters, who were ſent to preach in 
various parts of the world. This was living in- 
deed to the glory of God! Go thou, therefore, 
who art ſaying, what ſhall I render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits, and do likewiſe. Thou 
canſt not evidence thy love to God or man, by 
adding houſe to houſe, and: field to field, or by 
treaſuring up thy riches behind the Exchange. 
On the contrary, if God hath given thee wealth 
with a liberal hand, and thou haſt no heart to 
expend. it in his ſervice, it will convince every 
being but thyſelf, that thou haſt no love to him; 


and conſequently, that, what ſhall I render unto 
-S i; the 
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the Lord, ſo often in thy lips, is the language of 
bypocriſy, and not of gratitude. 

I remember calling on. her Ladyſhip once, with 
a perſon who came from the country. When 
we came out, he turned his eyes towards the 
houſe, and, aſter a ſhort pauſe, exclaimed, What 
a leſſon! Can a perſon of her noble birth, 
nurſed in the lap of grandeur, live in ſuch a 
houſe ſo meanly furniſhed? And ſhall I, a tradeſ- 
man, be ſurrounded with luxury and elegance ? 
From this moment I ſhall hate my houſe, my fur- 
niture, and myſelf, for ſpending ſo little for ow 
and ſo much in folly. 

All could ſee her zeal, and her 3 but _ 
herſelf. The churches of Chriſt honoured her 
as the chief of ſaints, but ſhe always confeſſed 


" herſelf to be the chief of ſinners. I ſaw her a 


few days before her death, and was more affected 
with her profound humility, than with her flaming 
zeal; though ſhe was then contriving, amidſt 
great laſſitude and excruciating pains, to ſend 
miſſionaries to the iſlands lately diſcovered in the 
South ſeas: She was like the ripe corn, which I 
ſaw this morning, bending their fruitful ears, 
lower and lower, ready to meet the reaper's 
fickle. 

Her life was a better comment than; all that 


was ever written by expolutors, on thoſe words 
| of 


1 

of Chriſt, Make to yourſelves friends of the mam- 
mon of unrighteouſneſs, that, when ye fail, they may 
receive you into everlaſting habitations*, Ingra- 
titude is the common return for earthly favors. | 
Thoſe who even feed the hungry and cloath the 
naked, will find, that they make far more 
ſycophants and flatterers than friends. But 
thoſe whoſe property is expended in ſpreading 
the Goſpel, will make as many friends as God 
ſhall enable them to make converts.—What a 
multitude, who had never ſeen her face in the 
fleſh, were waiting with rapture, to receive her 
happy ſpirit into manſions of everlaſting glory ! 

Could our prayers have availed, ſhe had been 
ſtill alive, to carry on her great deſigns, and to 
cheriſh as a tender mother, her beloved College. 
But God, who has taken her to her heavenly 
home, will not ſuffer it to be deſtitute or friend- 
leſs. He has already inclined the hearts of many 
to countenance and ſupport it; and, doubtleſs, 
he will for ever bleſs it. Not becauſe it was the 
darling object of an old and faithful ſervant, who 
only loved it for the Redeemer's fake, but, be- 
cauſe it was founded for the ſole purpoſe of pro- 
moting that work, upon which his own heart was 
- ſet from all eternity. 


Luke xvi. 9. 
I flatter 
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I flatter myſelf, that you, to whoſe care our 
dying friend bequeathed this facred charge, will 


experience the direction to be a pleaſant work, 


and not an inſupportable burden. May your 
hearts and mine catch that heavenly flame, which 
burned fo bright in her hallowed boſom! May 


the ſame ſpirit which was in her, deſcend on you, 


on me, and on every member of her extenfive 
connection! May God beſtow on you that wiſ- 
dom which is profitable to direct; and crown 
your endeavours with a ſucceſs as ample, as the 
cauſe in which you are engaged is important! 


While you tread in her footſteps you will gain 


the favour and eſteem of all good men. Be aſ- 
ſured, that God himſelf will bleſs you much, if, 
in heart and life, you imitate her great exam- 
ple. 


But I cannot conclude without congratulating 
you, my dear young men, that you have ſtill the 
means afforded you of acquiring that knowledge, 
which will aid you in your future 'miniſtry, 1 
have no doubt bat your views are laudable and 
upright. You wiſh to promote the glory of God, 
and the happineſs of immortal {ouls, May God 
for ever bleſs you! 

To acquire dead languages is a painful ſtudy; 
but, if you be enabled to maintain communion 


with 


1 
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with God, it will be like the tree caſt into the 
bitter waters, which made them ſweet. If you 
unite prayer with your, ſtudies, you will certainly 
ſucceed. And a dependance on God's aſſiſtance 


muſt never be ſeparated from cloſe application. 


After the moſt diligent purſuit for four years, 
your acquifitions will be very inferior to the ac- 
quirements of thoſe miniſters, who have been 
favored with a regular education, in ſchools and 
univerſities, from ſeven years of age to twenty- 
four. But be not diſcouraged. Great learning 1s 
not neceſſary to make a great preacher, If you 
acquire ſome knowledge, and much humility, 
neither your time, nor our ſubſcriptions, will be 
miſapplied, But, ſhould you come out vain and 
conceited, both will be loſt ; and you will be leſs 
qualified for preaching the Goſpel, than when you 
were firſt admitted into this ſeminary. Believe 
me, my dear young friends, they who have moſt 
learning, think the leaſt of it. Smatterers only 
are oſtentatious; and when they are, they never 
fail to be contemptible. 

I knew a young man of this ſort, who was con- 
tinually finding fault with the tranſlation of the 
bible, telling his hearers, that it was ſo and ſo in 
the original; and yet he was perfectly ignorant of 
the original ; for he ſcarcely knew the Greek al- 
phabet. But he thought, by this, to attract their 
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admiration, and to paſs among them for a man of 
learning. Such pulpit coxcombs, and the merce- 
nary tribe in and about the metropolis, who are 


opening chapels with the ſame views, but not upon 


the ſame honeſt principles, as tradeſmen open ſhops, 
are the ſcum, the bane, and the diſgrace of religion. 
While thoſe modeſt, heavenly, and diſintereſted 
men, who go forth againſt the powers of darkneſs, 
neither with a ſword, nor a ſpear, but with a ſtone 
and a ſling, depending upon the Power and Spirit 
of Him, whom they ſerve, for all their ſucceſs, 
are ſome of its ableſt champions and brighteſt 
ornaments*, 

Take courage therefore. The work which 
you are to engage in is great; but your maſter 
is gracious. He will ſupport you in every dif- 
ficulty ; and, if you be faithful to his intereſt, he 
will crown your endeavours with ſucceſs. But 
ſhould you be made inſtrumental in the con- 


verſion of only one ſoul, you will be amply repaid 
for all your previous preparations, and ſubſe. 


quent labours. | 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as 1s moſt due, 
all Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, now and for 
ever, Amen. * 


* 1 Sam. xvii. 45+ Ezek. iv. 6. | | 
The 
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The Sermon being ended, the laſt verſe of the 
ſeventy- ſixth Hymn was ſung : 


Fly abroad, thou mighty Goſpel, 

Win and conquer, never ceaſe, 

May thy laſting wide dominions 
Multiply, and ſtill increaſe: 

May thy ſceptre, may thy ſceptre, may thy ſceptre, 
Sway th' enlight'ned world around. 


The Rev. Lemuel Kirkman, of Spa-Fields Cha- 
pel, then went into the pulpit, and prayed with 
much fervency and affection, for the ſucceſs of 


the Goſpel in general, and for the College in 


particular. 
The ſolemn ſervice was then concluded with 
ſinging : 


Bleſſings for ever on the Lamb, 
Who bore the curſe for wretched man; 
Let Angels ſound his ſacred name, 


And ev'ry creature ſay, Amen. : 


The four miniſters who engaged had ol wa 
ſtudents at the College in Wales. 

The whole ſervice took up nearly three hours 
and an half; and there were preſent ſeven or 
eight hundred perſons, many of them very re- 
ſpectable, who expreſſed the higheſt ſatisfaction. 
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It was a day much to 


divine unction was evidently both upon the mi- 


May it be a token 
for good, an earneſt of the future and perpetual 
blefling of God on the Inſtitution, to the end of 
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